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AN ADDRESS 


TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC ON THE SUBJECT OF MISSIONS TO THE 
HEATHEN AND TRANSLATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


Tue American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, at 
their late annual meeting, appointed the subscribers a committee 
to prepare and publish an address to the Christian Public in the 
name, and on the behalf, of the Board. The favor shewn tothe ob- 
jects in view by the liberal and pious in different parts of the coun- 
try,as manifested by their free-will offerings, their active exertions, 
and their prayers, cannot with propriety be passed over in silence; 
nor should the smiles of Divine Providence upon the first attempts 
to send the Gospel from America to Asia be received without 
distinct and grateful commemoration. 

For a particular history of the events, in which the Board have 
been intimately concerned during the past year, it is sufficient to 
refer the reader to the Repori of the Prudential Committee here- 
with published. The two most prominent of these events, however, 
it is proper to mention briefly in this place. 

The first is the actual commencement of a mission to Asia, by 
the ordination and embarkation of five missionaries in the month 
of February last. The magnitude of this event, if estimated by its 
probable consequences, and the nature of the cause intended to be 
promoted by it, is such asto form a new era in the history of the 
American churches. While saying this, however, we do not for- 
get, that the immediate consequences may be such as to disappoint 
the hopes and try the faith of Christians. But that the ultimate 
consequences of a// attempts to diffuse the Gospel among mankind 
will be glorious, the explicit promises of God forbid us to doubt, 

The other event referred to is the passing of an act by the Legis- 
iature of Massachusetts, incorporating the Board, and giving them 
power to hold, in their corporate capacity, funds sufficiently large te 
answer all the prescnt purposes of the institution. The advanta- 
ges of perpetual succession, and of holding funds under the im- 
mediate protection of the law, which couid be obtained only by an 
act of incorporation, are highly important to secure the confidence 
of the American public. For this instance of the fostering care of 
the Legislature, the friends of religion, generally, will unite with 
the Board in expressing thanks. | 
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280 An Address io the Christian Pubke. Nov, 
The two great objects which the Board have in view, and to 
which they would direct the attention of their brethren, are the es. 
tablishment and support of missions among the heathen, and the 
translation and publication of the Bibie in languages spoken by un 
evangelized nations. That these objects are transcendently im- 
portarit, jt would be a waste of time to prove; that they are admira- 
bly calculated to go hand in hand seems, also, undeniable. Neither 
the Bible without preachers, nor preachers without the Bible, will 
ever effectany great change among ignorant and idolatrous people, 
The majesty, glory, and Divine authority of the Bible, are imme. 
diately acknowledged by some, at least, among the heathen, when- 
ever this sacred Book speaks to them in their vernacular tongue; 
und Providence seems to indicate very clearly, that the great reno- 
vation of the ‘world, which is so ardently desired by good men, and 
so explicitly promised by God himseif, will be produced by a uni- 
versal preaching and reading of the Scriptures, accompanied by a 
like universal operation of the Holv Spirit. Instruments will be 
usec in the accomplishment of this mighty work, and these instrus 
ments God will provide in his own manner, and at the proper sea- 
son. Happy the Christian, who shali be found worthy to contribute 
in any degree, however humble, to that blessed consummation, 
which is daily remembered with joyful anticipation in his prayers. 

The two objects, which have been mentioned: are sufficiently 
great, extensive, and attainable, to solicit, nay to command, exer- 
tiens and sacrifices from every benevolent person throughout the 
Christian world. 

These objects are great. Every thing which has a direct tend- 
ency to promote the salvation of immortal souls is great beyond 
the power of language to express, or imagination to conceive. 
Who shall describe the happiness to be enjoyed by a single re- 
deemed sinner duting a blessed eternity? or the miseries, the un- 
utterable and never ending horrors, escaped in consequence of 
being made wise unto salvation? Who shall adequately declare the 
magnitude of an attempt to evangelize whole nations, and ult- 
mately to renovate a world; an attenipt to disenthral the slaves of 
Satan, and bring them into the gloricus liberty of the sons of God; 
and attempt to diffuse peace and joy throughout the abodes of 
nen, and to people the regions of immortal life with redeemed and 
sanctified spirits? In an attempt thus noble and sublime Goes every 
man engage, who aids in sending the heralds of salvation to the 
heathen, and in putting the word of truth into their bands. 

The objects are exrensive. They admit, they reguzre, the labors 
of multiudes. The glorious eniployment of being feliow laborers 
in the cause of God is an employment im which all, who are so ine 
clined, may at alitimes engage. Put the support of missions, and 
the publication of tie Scripture Sy io all nations, are enterprises ip 
which the efforts of mulutudes can be united with peculiar facility. 
Ciristiaus 1 both hemispheres, and ef every denomination can 
direct their cxertions to produce one resuit,—a result ofthe highest 
conceivable importance. Combined efferts, whether of a good of 
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evil character, are incomparably more powertul, than single efforts 
ean be. How delightful, how enrapturing the sight, to behold good 
men of every rank and condition, in all parts of the world, uniting 
in one vast labor of love. 

It isnot only practicable for multitudes to unite in the great pur- 
pose of evangelizing the world; but such a union Is absolutely 
neccssary, in order to bring about this event in the shortest time. 
All the power and influence of the whele Christian world must be 
jut in requisition during the course of those beneficent labors, 
which will precede the millennium. What expenses, what priva- 
tious and sacrifices must be incurred before six hundred millions 
of heathens can read the word of God in their own languages, and 
possess it in their own families; ard before preachers can be fur- 
nished to direct this countless host into the path of life! The utmost 
exertion of every Christian now living, so far as his other duties 
will permit. is required in this glorious service. How boundless 
must be the fieid of labor which admits, and will continue to admit, 
the labors ofall benevolent persons, in every region of the habitable 
globe: 

But the most animating consideration still remains—these ob- 
jects are attainable. “do deny the practicability and usefulness of 
missions, and translations of the Scriptures, would manifest a total 
ignorance of the subject, or a deep hostility to the progress of 
Christianity. Twenty years ago, objections to these extraordinary 
efforts might have been formed much more plausibly than at pres- 
ent. Happily for the world, such objections did not then stifle those 
beneficent attempts, which have already given the Bible to nations 
in the heart of Asia, in their own languages. Whether Providence 
shall bless the efforts of this Board, it is notin the power of man 
tocetermine. Let us wait with humility and submission. But that 
the objects in view wiil be attained, and by human instruments 
too, will not be doubted by those, who expect the final prevalence 
of true religion over error and sin. If the faith of Christians in 
America should be tried at the outset, it is no more than has fre- 
quently been experienced by Christiansin every age. Such trials 
have often preceded the most signal success, and, far from dis- 
heartening, should stimulate to more animated and faithful labors, 

While on this part of the subject, it is proper to mention, that, 
since the Board was incorporated, unexpected and most auspicious 
intelligence has arrived from Asia. An Auxiliary Bible Society 
has been formed at Caleutta, which in a short time raised funds to 
the amount of above thirty thousand dollars, aud at the last dates 
was printing the whole Bible in one language, and the New Testa- 
ment in two others, for immediate and extensive distribution. A 
regular succession of large editions of the Scriptures, in the com- 
mon languages of Asia, may now be expected, if the liberality of 
Christians shall equal the occasion for its exercise. All that the 
people of America now have to do, in order to share in this exalted 
undertaking, is to remit their money to Calcutia, the centre of 
astern missions and translations, where snitable agents wiil easiy 
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be provided to superintend the expenditure. The Board will ep. 
deavor, as soon as possible, to arrange a system of safe and regular 
remittances to India, so that the donations of the benevolent in this 
country shall reach the place of their destination, and the field of 
usefulness, without any considerable delay. At present there 
seems to be no difficulty in making remittances by the way of 
London. 

It is also worthy of consideration, that the Board are not confined 
in their operations to any part of the world; but may direct their 
attention to Africa, North or South America, or the Isles ‘of the 
sea, as well asto Asia. If unsuccessful in one place, they can turn 
to another; and can seize, (according to their means,) upon any 
promising opportunity to do good to any portion of the heathen 
world. 

It is an obvious reflection, anda pretty common one, that Chris- 
tians of the present generation are greatly favored. While their 
eyes have seen most astonishing and unparalleled displays of human 
wickedness, they have also beheld innumerable trophies of divine 
grace. From nations betrayed, enslaved, weltering in their blood, 
and shrouded in a starless night of infidelity an:! profligacy, their 
attention has been turned with transport to the light which has en- 
circled the dwellings of the faithful, and to the rising glories of the 
Sun of Righteousness. Their ears, for a long time stunned by the 
outcries, blasphemics, and unutterable confusion of a wicked world 
suffering the vengeance of God from the hands of cruel men, have 
found a happy relief in hearing the glad sounds of salvation rever- 
berating through heathen lands, and In listening to the songs of con- 
verted idolaters soon to be exchanged for the songs of the blessed. 
Already they hear, or seem to hear, the commencement of that 
celestial hymn, Arise, shine, for thy light is come; and the glory of 
the Lord is risen ufion thee; a hymn in which all tribes and nations 
will hereafter unite with joy unspeakable, and which will be re- 
echoed from the realms of immortality in one boundless chorus of 
rapture and praise. 

To be silent and inactive spectators of these animating scenes, if 
that only were permitted, would be a grand felicity. But Christians 
need not be silent and inactive spectators. Indeed, they ought not; 
they must not. They are now favored with opportunities of pro- 
moting the cause of Christ not enjoyed by preceding generations. 
No age since that of the Apostles has afforded so great encourag¢- 
inent to engage with zeal and activity in the best of ail causes, as 
the present day affords. How would the saints of former times, 
the Baxters, the Beveridges, the Wattses, the Edwardses, have 
rejoiced to see this day. They looked forward to it, and to the 
more delightful scenes stili future, with joyful anticipations; how 
would they have exulted to join ia its employments, and mingle 
their labors and prayers with those of the great multitudes, who 
now incessantly labor and pray for the universal establishment of 
the Redeemiev’s kingcom. 














1812. An Address to the Christian Public. 255 


It is now generally seen and felt by those who have any claim to 
he considered as proper judges, that Christianity is the only remedy 
for the disorders and miseries of this world, as well as the only 
foundation of hope for the world to come. No other agent will 
ever control the violent passions of men; and without the true re- 
ligion all attempts to meliorate the condition of mankind will prove 
as illusory aS a feverish dream. The genuine patriot, therefore, 
and the genuine philanthropist must labor, so far as they value the 

rosperity of their country and the happiness ofthe human race, 
to diffuse the knowledge and the influence of Christianity, at home 
and abroad. Thus will they labor most effectually to put a final 
period to oppression and slavery, to perfidy and war, and to all the 
train of evils which falsehood, ambition, and cruelty have so pro- 
fusely scattered through the world. Infidelity seems abashed, and 
in the attitude of retiring from every place where her hideous form 
and features can be compared with the symmetry and beauty of 
religion. She seeks concealment and obscurity, and is half ashamed 
of her votaries, who, in their turn, are cordially ashamed of her. 
Over infidelity and every abuse of religion the Captain of our sal- 
vation will triumph. Wise are they who enlist under his banner, 
fight his battles, and share in the joys of his victory: 

Possibly it may be thought by some, that the present times are 
unfavorable to the objects above described, so far as pecuniary con- 
tributions are needed; and that it would be best to defer charitable 
designs till our national calamities shall have been removed. We 
cannot yield fora moment to reasoning of this sort. It might 
receive many answers; a few brief hints will be sufficient. 

God alone is the deliverer from public troubles, and must be 
regarded as such by all who have any just views of his providence. 
He can change scenes of national distress into scenes of joy and 
eratulation. He can cause light to spring up out of darkness, and 
educe good from evil. To Him must the eyes of all be turned, who 
long for the happiness of mankind and the prosperity of the Church. 
What method so likely to secure the favor of God, as that of obeys 
ing his commandments? And it is his commandment, that the Gos- 
pel should be preached to every creature. 

Besides, it would be adding immeasurably to all the necessary 
evils of war, if every charitable enterprise were to cease during its 
continuance. ‘The interests of truth and beneficence would thus 
lose more in a short war than could be regained in a long peace. 
National calamities, instead of producing national repentance and 
reformaticn, would be the signal for letting loose the malignant 
passions, while all the charitabie virtues were to lie dormant. What 
would be the result of this but a return of the ages of barbarism? 
Let the people of this country rather imitate the multitudes of good 
people in the country to which we now stand in the relation of a 
public enemy, who, in circumstances of great national anxiety, and 
while pressed with uncommon burdens, are more and more stim- 
ulated to devote their influence, their example, and their property, 
to the service of their Lord. 
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Again; by engaging in any course of beneficence we consult oyp 
present happiness. The devotees of pleasure and dissipation arg 
not deterred from their pursuits by the present aspect of the times. 
Millions are annually expended for their temporary gratification, 
and the greater part of these enormous sums is directly subseryj. 
ent to the cause of sin. Shall Christians refuse their thousands? 
Shall they be the only persons who plead national calamities as 4 
reason for withholding their money, when that money will con. 
tribute, if wisely Jaid out, to bring these very calamities to an end, 
and to build up that cause, by the prevalence of which all calamities 
would cease? Let them rather supplicate the favor of God for ever 
human being; and strive earnestly to extend the boundaries of that 
kingdom which is righteousness, and fieace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 

While thanks are returned to al] the benevolent societies and 
individuals, by whose distinguished liberality the Board have been 
encouraged and supported in their first attempts, it ts with pleasure 
we are able to add, that the other benevolent institutions of a similar 
nature, in our country, have been unusually favored with respect 
to their funds during the pastyear. This was confidently expected, 
and should be acknowledged with devout gratitude. All benevo- 
lent societies, conducted on Christian princtplce, are sisters. The 
flourish or languish together. Occupying different fields of use- 
fulness, and acting advantageously by adopting the principle of a 
division of labor, they promote the success of each other, and ac- 
complish vastly more than could be done by the same pecuniary 
means under the direction of ene Society. They possess all the 
advantages of combination; and yet do not become unw leldy and 
embarrassed by the multiplicity of their concerns. Let the peculiar 
friends of each unite in promoting the success of all. Let there 
be no jealousy between them but a godly jealousy; and no rivalry 
but a holy emuiation in one grand attempt to extend the Gospel 
through the world. 

While soliciting the prayers of the pious, and the pecuniary 
contributions of all who are able and wiiling to contribute, it be- 
hoves us explicitly to disclaim any desire to profit by mere appeals 
to the passions. We trust that the addresses and other public pa- 
pers of the Board, have never partaken of this character. Con- 
vinced that the work of evangelizing mankind is the noblest work 
in which men ever engaged, that the encouragements to prosecute 
it are at all times abundant, and that its completion is certain, noth- 
ing more can at any time be needed to interest the hearts of 
Christians in it, than to open a promising field of labor. 

At the present time, the call for renewed and increased exertions 
is so loud, that it has bcen heard and obeyed by thousands in differ- 
ent parts of the world. The friend and patron of missions, far 
from acting by the blind imputse of passion, is supported by the 
plainest dictates of reason, the decisive experience ol § ATES, and the 
tnfallible deciarations of Scripture. He who embarks in such? 
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cause, aud whose heart approves the conclusions of his reason, will 
not easily relinquish the object of his hopes and prayers. 

It is worthy of particular notice, that there has been a uniform 
progress, for the last twenty years, in the number, the magnitude, 
and the success of the attempts to preach the Gospel, and to im- 
part the Scriptures, to the ignorant and destitute, both in Christian 
and in heathen lands. God grant that this progress may continue 
and increase, and that those who offer and al] who read this address 
mav have some humble share in promoting acause which aims di- 
rectly and supremely at the glory of God, and the salvation of the 
whole human race. 

We are unwilling to conclude, without addressing a few words 
particularly, and very respectfully to the Clergy, the reverend pas- 
iors of the American churches. 


FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


From the performance of your professional duties, especially 
from the study of the sacred Volume, you derive most affectin 
considerations with respect to the worth of immortal] souls, and the 
divine efficacy and glory of the Christian religion. When you look 
around upon a world lying in wickedness, and reflect on the many 
discouragements and very partial successes, which attend your best 
and most highly favored exertions, you cannot but sigh for the ad- 
vent of that blessed day, when they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor, saying, KNow THE LORD for all shall know Him, from the 
least to the greatest. Lamenting the sins, and feeling for the mis- 
eries of mankind, you habitually regard with deep interest all at- 
tempts toextend the influence of the Gospel. Without the good 
wishes and cordial aid of a serious and enlightened clergy, no great 
attempt of a religious nature will ever succeed; but every such 
attempt, judiciously made and conscientiously persevered in, will 
be countenanced by these good wishes and this aid. 

The Board whose duty it is to superintend the first American 
mission to foreign parts, and to expend with fidelity such monies 
as may be committed to their disposal, deeply feel their responsi- 
bility. They wish for all the information which ean be had, rela- 
live to the subjects which will come before them. Any communi- 
cations, therefore, from the Clergy, either in their individual or as- 
sociated capacities, will be received with respect and thankfuiness. 
It will be the desire and aim of the Board so to conduct their affairs, 
as to secure the confidence of all Cliristians throughout the United 
States, of every denomination; and they venture to hope fur the 
countenance of all, who admit the uulity of missions and transijations. 

Among the numerous claims upon the public liberality, you will 
doubtless recommend those ebjects as worthy of especial regard, 
Which have a direct tendency to make men happy here, and to fit 
them for heaven. That all such objects may be promoted, and 
that they all may harmonize in producing one grand result, the 
Wniversal triumph of truth and benevolence, you will not cease to 
labor and pray. Thus laboring and praying, and exciting others te 
* course of beneficent actions, a mcre devout attention wiil accem= 
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pany your weekly ministrations. They who are urged to feel fy, 
the souls of the perishing heathen, will be apt to feel that they ang 
their families have souls to be saved or lost for ever. Such has 
generally been the effect hitherto, and there is every reason ty 
believe that such will be the effect in future. 

Let us all remember, Fathers and Brethren, that the time allottej 
to our earthly labors is short; that the spiritual wants of the heathe 
impcriously demand attention and relief; and, while urging each 
other and our fellow sinners to deeds of charity, let us never forge 

the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to giy 


than to receive. 


In behalf of the Board, 


JEDIDIAH MORSE, 


SAMUEL WORCESTER, 


JEREMIAH EVARTS,. 


Boston, Nov. 10, 1812, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EVANGELICAL EXERTIONS IN 
ASIA. 


No. V. 


Exhibiting a Catalogue of the 
Translations, in the order in 
which they were undertaken, 
with the date and progress of 
each, and the regions for which 
they were severally intended.* 


i. Tamvut. This translation, 
the first that was executed in 
modern times for Asia, was com- 
pleted by Ziegenbalg, the first 
Danish Missionary at Tranque- 
bar, in the year 1719, after the 
labor of fourteen years. It has 
since passed through several 
new editions, and has been fol- 
lowed by new versions in the 
same language. One of these 
versons was made long ago by 
Fabricius, a Danish missionary 
“who devoted his whole life to 

*References in support of facts suf- 
ficiently attested in furmer Numbers, 
will not be repeated in this. 


the work.” “Like Wickliffe’s 
Bible with us,” says Dr. Bu- 
chanan, Zicegenbalg’s translation 
“became the father of many ver- 
sions, and after a succession of 
improved editions, it is now con- 
sidered by the Brahmins then- 
selves, (like Luther’s Bible in 
German,) as the classical stand- 
ard of the Tamul tongue.” “Of 
the Tamul translation it may be 
observed,” say the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, “that it was executed 
and revised by the most able 
scholars, and is entitled to the 
highest praise for the correct: 
ness of its version, and the ac- 
curacy of its printing.” 

That magnanimous Society, 
soon after their formation in1804, 
directed their attention to a new 
edition of the Tamul Bible; and 
when they appointed their Cor- 
responding Cornmittee at Cal 
cutta, in 1805, they requested 
them to make particular inqul 
ries respecting the need of at 
other edition. Those inquiries 


Committee. 
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were made by Dr. Buchanan in 
1306, who at that time visited the 
Tamul country, and found in 
the districts of Tanjore and Tin- 
avelly, where no printing press 
had ever been established,a great 
want of Bibles. A statement of 
the necessities of those churches 
being afterwards sent from Eng- 
jand, a Charity Sermon was 
preached at Calcutta by Mr. 
Brown on the first day of the year 
18:0, and a subscription, which 
was liamediately opened, was 
soon filled with near $9000. In- 
structions were sent by the Cor- 
responding Commitee to Mr. 
Kohloff,to vuyup the copiesof the 
Scriptures which were to be sold 
at Tranquebar and Vepery, to 
distribute them at a small price, 
and to order a new edition to be 
printed off without delay. Mr. 
Kohloff was enabled to purchsse 
500 Oid Testaments, 400 New 
Testaments, and 300 Psalters; 
but the fund was exhausted in 
various ways before a new edi- 
tion could be printed. The 
churches of Tanjore were at that 
time encouraged to expect from 
the Bible Society a_ printing 
press, which they had asked in 
vain of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge; and be- 
foré May 1811, that article, to- 
gether with a fount of Tamul 
types, and a considerable supply 
of paper, to afford the means of 
printing a new edition, were 
sentfrom England. In the mean 
ume an Auxiliary Bible Society 
was formed at Calcutta, which 
before the month of October, 
1811, had determined to carry 
through the Mission press at 
Serampore a large edition of the 
lamul Bible, (of the New Tes- 
tament 5000 copics,) and they 
directed also the purchase and 
Vou. V. New Series. 
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distribution of 800 Tamul New 
Testaments. That edition was 
in the press, or types were pre- 
paring for it, in January, 1812. 
The parent Society hearing of 
this design, agreed to aid it, and 
in their last report made no men- 
tion of the contemplated edition 
at Tanjore. 

If Ziegenbalg was not mistak¢ 
en, the Tamul, (or Damulian, as 
it was then written,) was in his 
day the current language at 
Bombay, Vizagapatam, &c.; and 
it still has an affinity to the Te- 
linga as spoken at Vizagapatam. 
He probably regarded the differ- 
ent dialects spoken in the South 
of India, which are now distin- 
guished by different names as 
consututing but one language. 
Viewing the Tamul as general 
in the Peninsula, the Danish 
Missionaries called it by the 
general name of Malabar. and 
the people on the Coromandel 
coast they called Malabarians; 
and these names are still in use 
among them. In imitation of 
that example Dr. Buchanan and 
Dr. Carey have sometimes de- 
nominated this language the 
Malabar. But that name is now 
generally applied to the Malay- 
ulim, spokenin Malabar proper, 
and the dialect of the Eastern 
coast is better known in Bengal 
and England by the denomina- 
tion of ‘Tamul. 

This is the language, says 
Dr. Buchanan, of “Coromandel 
and the Carnatic,” and of that 
part of Ceylon which lies near- 
est to “the Famul Contirent.” 
From this we should naturally 
conclude that the language is 
spoken from the Northern Sir- 
cars to Cape Comorin; but Dr. 
Carey repeatedly asserts that it 
is spoken only from A/adras to 
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Cape Comorin. The version in- 
to this dialect has enlightened 
“a region of Paganism not less 
in extent,” says Dr. Buchanan, 
“than Great Britain,’’ not less, 
when population and ex- 
tent are both taken into ac- 
count, say the Baptist Missiona- 
ries, than the kingdom of Spain. 
These accounts do not differ, as 
the population of Great Britain 
and Spain is nearly equal, each 
being estimated at about eleven 
millions.f 

Il. Tue Eastern Matay. 
In 1758 a complete version of 
the Malay Bible, in the Arabic 
character, was published at Ba- 
tavia,in the island of Java, in 
five volumes octavo, under the 
direction of Jacob Mossel, Gov- 
ernor General of the Dutch 
possessions inthe East Indies. 
But there is still need of many 
new editions, even for those who 
have professed Christianity. 
“One hundred thousand Malay 
Bibles will not suffice to supply 
the Malay Christians.” 

The Malay is the language of 
a “hardy race of Mahometan 
navigators” inhabiting “the Pe- 
ninsula of Malacca,” denomin- 
ated Malaya, “and the sea-coasts” 
of the “isiinds scattered over 
the Indian Ocean between Hit.- 
dostan and China;” and they are 
called Malays from Malaya 
“their principal seat.” The isl- 
anders who go under this name 
are not supposed to be “of a 
different stock from the aborig- 
inal inbabitants of the interior. 
*Ch. Res. p. 154, 135 note,137, 148. 
Mem.p-10.1.5 39 note, 60 note, 85 nore, 
c6 note Star smoky Pp 15, lo. B. PLA. 
vol. i, p. 424,455 Nar. p.3¥. M.B.M. 
M. vei. itn, pe 202. Ch. Ob. vol. x, p. 
1, 3. 5, 649. Pan. vol. vil, p. 551. vol. 
ving} 43, 96. M.’s Geog. vel. ti, p. 
G3, 100, 137, 146 
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Their conversion to Islamism, 
their maritime — situation, and 
their intercourse with strangers, 
sufficiently account for the 
changes they have undergone; 
while their configuration resem. 
bles that of their neighbors jp 
the interior. Their language, 
according to Dr. Leyden. cop. 
sists of three principal compo. 
nent parts.” The first, which jg 
rather the most current in eop. 
versation, and is connected with 
other languages in the islands, 
and on the continent, is supposed 
by sume to Le the original insu. 
lar language: by others it js 
thought that the insular lap. 
guage, if such there was, instead 
of being original, was derived 
from the Shanscrit. The second 
component part whichis obvious. 
ly derived'from the Shanscrit, is, 
as far as regards general use, 
greatly superior to the third, 
which is derived from the Ara- 
bic. 

On the peninsula of Malacca, 
the Malay, though the princi- 
Pal tongue is interspersed with 
others; and in the islands, which 
are widely dispersed, it 1s split 
into different dialects. The di- 
alect in which the Scriptures 
were published, is that of Bata- 
via. Indeed all the languages 
spoken on those numerous isl- 
ands appear sometimes to be 
comprehended under the general 
name of Malay, as the islands 
themselves are denominated the 
Malayan Archipelago. This 
Archipelago “includes more ter- 
ritory, anda larger population 
than the continent of India.” 
By subduing the sea-coasts the 
Dutch formerly established an 
extensive empire in the Indian 
seas, which has Jately fallen into 
the hands of the British, and 
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forms what is called their Ma/ay 
Emnire. As the Malay tongue 
prevails in every part of that 
empire, it is reckoned among 
“the primary and popular lan- 
rages of Asia,’’ and is next in 
importance to the Chinese, Ar- 
abic, and. Persian.* 

Ill. Crneaxese. This isthe 
language of Ceylon, an island 
containing more than a million 
and a half of people, one third 
of whom are supposed to pro- 
fess Christianity. 

The whole New Testament, 
and three books of the Od, were 
formerly translated into this 
language, and published at the 
expense of the government. Dr 
Buchanan visited this island 
thrice during the last two years of 
his residence in the East. While 
he was there in March 1808, he 
engaged Samuel Tolfry, Esq. to 
undertake the completion of this 
version; ar after his return to 
England, ue announced that the 
work was proceeding. There 
seems however to have becn a 
fauure of that design, as the 
Committee of the Bible Society 
in May 1812, had no knowledge 
that such a translation was pre- 
paring, and only expected that 
it would be undertaken ‘y a com- 
petent person. Sir Alexander 
Johnstone, Chief Justice of Cey- 
lon, appears to have visited Eng- 
land about the beginning of 1810; 
and he made a representation to 
the Committee of the Society 
which induced them to send out 
vy him, in the spring of 18tl,a 


* Ch. Res- p 95, 97, 141, 142, 144, 
146,147. Ed. R. No 32. p 391. Cn. 
Oo vol. x, p. S16. Mem, p. LL, 12. 
Pan. vol. vit, 43. M's Geog. Vole t's 
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supply of paper to print a thous- 
and copies of the New Testa- 
ment, not more than thirty copies 
being to be found on the island. 
But the Calcutta Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Society before the month of 
October determined to carry 
through the mission press at 
Serampore, an edition of 5000 
copics of the New Testament; 
and at that time it was under- 
stood in Bengal that the Old 
Testament was in a course of 
translation on the island. This 
editjon was in the press, or types 
were preparing for it, in January 
1812, The Committee of the 
parent Society hearing of this 
design, agreed to aid it, and in 
their last Report made no men- 
tion of the contemplated edition 
in Ceylon. 

1V Bencaxes. This was the 
first translation undertaken by 
the Baptist Missionaries. The 
following table will exhibit the 
progress of the work. 

1789. Commenced by Mr, 
Thomas. 

End of 1791. A _ rough 
draught of part of Genesis, all 
the Psalms, different parts of 
the Prophecies, and the whole 
of Matthew, Mark, and James, 
finished. 

1793. On his passage to India 
with Mr. Carey, Mr. Thomas 
finished the first draught of 
Genesis. 

Jan. 1794. Mr. Carey began to 
exercise himself in correcting 
the translation of Genesis. 

Jan. 1795. The two Missiona- 
ries, after having reiinquished 
their salaries, laid a plan to print 
at theirown expense, and wrote 
to England for a printing press, 
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intending to send a specimen of 
letters for a fount of types to be 
cast in London. 

March 18, 1795. Mr. C. had 
gone through Genesis, and the 
first 20 chapters of Exodus. 

June 14—Exodus done to 
the 23d chapter. Mr. Carey 
was translating John, and Mr. 
Thomas Luke. 

August 8&—Genesis, Exodus, 
Matthew, Mark, James, and a 
part of Luke, done e, and Matthew 
revised. Relinquishing the idea 
of getting types from England, 
as too slow a process, the Mis- 
sionaries had determined to 
print with the types of the coun- 
try, though at a tenfold expense, 
and hoped to send out Genesis, 
Matthew, and Mark, by the end 
of thatyear. But they were so 
impoverished by a flood which 
happened in that or the fol- 
lowing month, that they were 
forced to abandon the design, 
and soon after sent a specimen 
of letters for types to be cast in 
England. 

Oct. 2—Part of John was fin- 
ished. 

Dec. 31l——Leviticus and Acts 
were begun. They were still 
driving the translation, intend- 
ing to print as soon as they 
could, if it was only a chapter 
atatime. Inthis purpose they 
persisted till they received ad- 
vice from their Society, the next 
Spring, to detér printing for the 
present. From that time Mr. 
Carey seems to have taken the 
whoie work upon himseit 

June 1796. Nearly all the 
New Vestament and Pentateuch 
transiated;—-the Missionaries 
made application to the Society 
for .OU, a year, which was voted 
the next Aprile 
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Nov. 16—The New Testa 
ment, except Acts and the last 
sixteen chapters of Revelation, 
finished;—the Epistles corrected 
to 2 Peter;—Mr. Carey meant 
to revise the version again and 
again,—hoped to get ready to 
print in two years,—laid the ex. 
pense upon the Society,—appii- 

ed for a press, types, and a Mis. 

sionary printer from England, 
in the confidence that i00vg 
would by this means be saved 
in printing 10,000 copies, the 
number contemplated. 

March 1797. New Testament 
all translated, and once revis. 
ed;—Mr. Carey informed the 
Socicty that a printer at Calcutta 
would carry it through the press 
at less expense than had been 
supposed, and would cast a new 
fount of types for the purpose. 
Upon receiving this information, 
the Society came to a resolution, 
in April 1798, to begin to print 
without delay, but to print only 
2000 copics. 

Junc— Mr. Carey expected 
that the New Testament and 
Pentateuch would be translated 
and corected in three or four 
months; alter which the Psaims 
anu Propsets would be under- 
taken, and the Historical Books 
last of all. 

Novy. 21—Pentateuch and 
nearly ail the Psalms translated. 

About that time a Letter Foun- 
dery Was providentially establish- 
ed at Colcutta, which occasioned 
Mr. Carey to abandon for the first 
thine, aii ideas OL getting types 
from) Engiand, a bope which 
probabiy tiever couid nave been 
realized. 

Sept 23, 1798—Mr. Carey 
obtained a printing picss,—after 
yeais Of uiusOst totar aespalr in 
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regard to that accommodation;— 
he was then correcting Isalch, 
and translating Jeiemiah. 

Oct. 30—New Testament, 
Pentateuch, Psalms, Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, and part of Ezekiel, fin- 
ished. 

Nov. 23—Lamentations done, 
and more than half of Ezekiel;— 
Mr. Fountain had begun a rough 
version of the Historical Books, 
from Joshua and onwards;—it 
was hoped the whole  Bibie 
would be finishedin another year. 

Oct. 15, 1799. Mr. Ward, 
the Missionary-printer, and 
three other Missionaries, ariiv- 
ed at Seram pore. 

Jan. 10,1800, Mr. Carey fix- 
ed his residence at Secrampore, 

May i8—Mr. Carey took an 
impression at the press of the 
first page of Matthew, just a 
fortnight after the estabiish- 
ment of the Coilege of Fort 
Wuliam. Neariy the whole 
Bivie was then transiated. 

Middie of June. Printing of 
the New Testament was begun, 
an edition of 200U cupics, with 
500 extra copics of Matthew tor 
immediate distrivution. 

Aug. i5—Matthew, Mark, 
and a great part oi Luke printed 
of;—they hoped to finish the 
New Testament by the next 
May;—near fitty copies had been 
subscribed for. 

Oct. 15—Some hundreds of 
the separate copies of Matthew 
had been cistributed;—the whole 
Bibie was transiated. 

November—-Early in that 
mouth many natives came to the 
Mission iouse tor copies of Mat- 
thew. On the 2oth the first tri- 
umphs of the Guspei began in the 
fainiiy of Kristie, who was bap- 
tised onthe 28tn of Decemuver. 

Feb. 14, 1801. Ali the types 


were composed for the New 
Testament, and it was publish- 
ed in the following spring, 
about the time that Mr. Carey 
was appointed Teacher in the 
College. Mr. Thomas died the 
next October. 

Nov. 23—First volume ofthe 
Old Testament, containing the 
Pentateuch, 1000 copies, nearly 
printed. 

July i802. First volume of 
the Old Testament published 
about the end of this month. 
An edition of a hundred copies 
of Psaims and Isaiah, (a class 
book forthe College,) was next 
undertaken. 

Jan. 1803. The 160 copies of 
Psalms and Isaiah finished to- 
wards the end of this month. 

August—A new and improved 
edition of the New Testament, 
1500 copies, had been begun. 
In the progress of this ediuion 
it was determined to print 
10,000 extra copies of Luke, 
Acts, and Romans. 

Sept. 24, 1804. The edition 
of 10,000 had been begun, and 
the general Testament was far 
advanced. 

Feb. 8, 1805. The 10,000 
of Luke were nearly finished;— 
the general Testament (Luke, 
Acts, and Romans being passed 
over,) was advanced to 1 Thess- 
aloniansy—the third volume of 
the Olid Testament, containing 
the books trom Job to Canticles 
inclusive’ was printed to the 
136th Psalm. This was the 
second edition of the Psaims, 
and besides 900 copies ot the 
whole volume, 900 extra copies 
of that book were now printing. 

Sept. 29—Lhird votume of 
the Old Testainent finished;— 
not acopy of the first edition of 
the New Lestament on hand;— 
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the second edition almost done, 
and it was published before the 
end of that year. 

July 31, 1807. The fourth 
volume df the Old Vestament, 
contaitiing the Prophets. (1500 
copies) printed to Joel. Before 
the end of the year it was finish- 
ed,and the second volume, con- 
taining the Historical books, 
(from Joshua to Esther inclu- 
sive,) was printed to the 7th 
chapter of Judges. The 10,000 
of Luke, Acts, and Romans were 
published the same year. 

Jan. 1809. The remaining part 
of the manuscript had received 
its last correction. 

Aug.— The second volume 
of the Old Testament, 1500 cop- 
ies, finished at the press, com- 
picting the Bengalee Bible, after 
the Jabor of “sixteen years,” 
twenty years after it was begun 
by Mr. Thomas. A ¢hird edition 
of the New Testament, (100 cop- 
ies, folio, to be used in public 
worship,) was in the press, and 
advanced to the middle of Acts. 

1811. In the latter part of 
that year a second edition of the 
Pentateuch was in the press, and 
was printed to the middie of Le- 
viticus. Probably a secend edi- 
tion of the whole Old icstament 
was intended, and may now be 
far advanced. 

‘This translation was designed 
for the benefit of that portion of 
the inhabitants of Bengal who 
understand the Bengalce lan- 
guage, a popuiation estimated by 
Mr. Jolins to equal that of the 
Uniicd States, {seven millions,) 
and by the Missionaries at Se- 
rampore, to equal that of Great 
Britain, (eleven millions.) This 
language 1s pot spoken by all 
the inbabitants of Bengal, but 
only by tue Brahmins, coits, and 


higher ranks of Hindoos. But ajj 
the Hindoos of the province who 
can read and write, of whateve, 
cast, use it as the soic channel of 
epistolary intercourse, the only 
instrument of transacting busi. 
ness and keeping their accounts, 
Not one in five, according to Hal. 
hed, can read or write any other 
tongue, a: d it has therefore been 
called ‘tthe commercial Ben, 
galee.”’ 

How great a proportion of the 
people of Bengal understand 
this language, itis difficult to de- 
termine: not one in a hundred, 
says Dr. Carey, while taking his 
observations from Mudnabatty, 
in the northern part of the prov- 
ince; and yet he found his Ben- 
galee version perfectly intelligi- 
ble to all that were able to read. 
But Dr. Buchanan, who however 
may be supposed to have drawn 
his ideas trom the neighborhood 
of Calcutta, tells us that almost 
all the people can read. 

Dr Carey, while residing at 
Madnabatty, represented the lan. 
gu.ge of the common people as 
aifiering as much from the true 
Bengaiee as Lancashire from 
pure l.nglish, and as being a 
mixture ot Bengalee, Hindos- 
tanee, Persian, Portuguese, Ar- 
menian, and English, consisting 
of a few words worked about to 
mean almost any thing, and dif- 
fering in dial ct every ten or 
tweive miles. Phe laboring peo- 
ple, whose only Care is to procure 
a littie rice aud cheat their 
merchant and zemindar, have 
sunk down into this ungrammati- 
cal jargon, which it requires a 
year’s tabor for a native Ben- 
galee schoiar to learn. It was 
hoped by Dr. Carcy, that the pub- 
lication of the Bengalee version 
wouid make the common people 
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petter acquainted with their own 
ronzue; but that process being 
slow, he undertook to compile a 
«Dictionary of the vernacular 
dialect of Bengal,” which was in 
the press at Serampore in Aug. 
}81 1. 

While Dr. Carey resided at 
Mudnabatty he stated also that 
the language of the common 
people through the country was 
the Hindostanee; and in his 
speech delivered at the public 
Disputation in the College of 
Fort William, in.1805, he spoke 
of the “colloquial Hindostanee,” 
in distinction from the “commer- 
cial Bengalee,” and the “classic 
Persian.” By tle Hindostanee 
spoken by the common people 
he appears to mean this vernac- 
ular dialect, which he elsewhere 
calls a mixture of Hindostanee, 
Bengalee, Persian, Portuguese, 
Armenian, and English. Other- 
wise his accounts do pot agree. 
And it is certain that the Hindos- 
tanee in some of its dialects, 
probably in all, is much corrupt- 
ed by foreign mixtures. 

The pure Bengalee is a lan- 
euage copious, beautiful, and ex- 
pressive, and is easy of acquisi- 
tion, especially since the gram- 
mars and yocabularies which 
have recently appeared: but it is 
dificult to read it with proper 
emphasis, as there is no pointing 
atall. It contains some words 
nearly resembling the Hebrew; 
but it is manifestly derived from 
the Shanscrit, to which it is inti- 
mately related in expression, 
construction, and character. In 
many cases it is impossible to 
know how to spell Bengalce 
words without a knowledge of 
the Shanscrit. That proper 
names are so variously spelled 
in different parts of the province 


is said to be owing to a difference 
of dialects.* 

V. Persian. Four distinct 
versions of this important lan- 
guage have been undertaken. 

The first was begun as early as 
September 1798 by the late Col. 
Colebrooke, Surveyor-G eneral in 
Bengal, at that time a Captain in 
the army, at Calcutta. He after- 
wards carried on the work under 
the patronage of the College of 
Fort William. Before the month 
of March .805 the Gospels were 
finished, a part or the whole of 
which has been printed at the Col- 
lege press, and deposited in the 
Bibliotheca Biblica of Calcutta. 

The second version was un- 
dertaken by the Baptist Mission- 
aries, about the month of Sep- 
tember, 1804; and before the 
middie of September 1806 the 
book of Psalms was translated. 
By the end of July 1807 Sabat 
had joined them, and they had 
begun to print. But in the 
month of October Sabat was re- 
moved to Dinapore, and this ver- 
sion was abandoned, after being 
carried on “to a pretty large 
extent.” 

The third version was begun 
in October, 1807 by Sabat, who 
soon after was joined by Mirza, 
both under the superintendance 
of Mr. Martyn Matthew was 
printed before November 1809, 
and Luke before May 1810, at 
which time 800 copies of each 
had been deposited in the Bibli- 
ctheca. By October 1811, the 
version of the New Testament 
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was finished. At what place 
Matthew and Luke were printed 
does not appear; but no part of 
the version was in the press at 
Serampore so late as Jan. 15, 
1812. The Bible Society, at the 
time of making their last Report 
had not heard of its being in the 
press. The Old Testament was 
about to be translated. 

The fourth version was un- 
dertaken by the Rev. L. Sabas- 
tiani, an Italian priest of the 
Romish church, many years a 
resident at the court of Persia, 
aud a man of great learning. 
This version is designed for the 
Christians dispersed over Persia, 
who are represented as being 
very desirous of possessing the 
Scriptures in a plain translation. 
When the Bible Society made 
their eighth Report, in May of 
the present year, they had nut 
heard that Mr. Sabastiani had 
proceeded further than nearly to 
the end of the Epistles. But Dr. 
Carey spoke of the version as 
complete in October 18°1. At 
that time it was printing at Se- 
rampore, at the exvense of the 
Corresponding Committee of the 
Bible Society. It was still in 
the press in January of the pres- 
ent year. 

The modern Persic is account- 
ed by some to be “indisputably a 
derivative of Shanscrit, through 
the medium of the ancient Zend;” 
but Dr. Buchanan, after an inti- 
mate acquaintance with Sabat 
and Mirza confidently pronoun. 
ced it to be an offspring of the 
Arabic. Five years betore, he 
had numbered ii among the “pri- 
mary” languages of Asia. 

This language, which was in- 
troduced into India by the Mogul 
conquerors, and is understood 
there by “multitudes of the kigh- 
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er classes,’ is reputed “the 
French of the East.” “Jt jg 
spoken;”’ says Dr. Buchanan, “a 
all the Mussulman Courts jp 
India, and is the usual language 
of judicial proceedings under the 
British government.” It is also 
“the general language of West. 
ern Asia, particularly among 
the higher classes,” “being gen. 
erally understood fromCalcuttato 
Damascus.” “Spoken over near. 
ly one quarter of the globe,” and 
being “the proper tongue of a 
great kingdom,” in which “there 
are at a low computation two 
hundred thousand Christians,” 
besides multitudes of Jews, it 
stands next Ip importance to the 
Chinese and Arabic.* 

VI. Hixvostranee. The book 
of Psalms in this language was 
formerly published at Trangue- 
bar by the Danish Missionaries; 
which probably was the volume 
of Scripture in the library of the 
Elector of Wurtemburg in 1804 
In the present age three Hindos- 
tance translations have been com- 
menced. 

The first was begun before 
the end of 1802, by William 
Hunter, Esq. of the College of 
Fort William, and by the month 
of March 1805, the four Gospels 
were translated, and a part of 
them printed at the College 
press. They were in the press 
in September 1804, and by Feb- 
ruary 1805, Matthew and a patt 
of Mark were struck off. How 
much has since been printed we 
are not told, not however the 
whole of the Gospels. As Dr. 
Hunter is still living, and is the 
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wSecretaty and Examiner to the 
College,” it is not known what 
cause prevented a publication of 
‘he whole. 

The second version was be- 
gun by the Baptist Missionaries 
about the month of September 
1804, while the first was in the 
press. As early as January 1796, 
Messrs. Thomas and Carey had 
formed a plan to publish the 
Scriptures in this language, but 
various circumstances ‘obliged 
them to abandon the design. 
When the work was undertaken 
by Mr. Hunter, Mr. Carey an- 
nounced the event with joy, and 
said, “I have much desired to 
sec the Bible printed in Ben- 
galee and Hindostanee before I 
die.’ In September 1804, the 
Missionaries were waiting to see 
the work that was in the press, 
intending after that to publish a 
version of their own. In Sep- 
tember 1806 they were translat- 
ing into two dialects, the Hindos- 
tanee, according to the Shanscrit 
for the common people, and the 
Hindostanee according to the 
Persian, (the dialect spoken at 
Delhi,) for Mussulmans of Jearn- 
ing. But before they began to 
print they relinquished both, and 
made anew version leaning tothe 
Shanscrit; and with this they have 
proceeded ever since; though 
irom the difficulty of bringing 
into regular shape a language so 
unformed by grammatical rules, 
they have been obliged once or 
twice to cast away their first 
draughts, and pronounce less ac- 
complished than they had thought 
done at a former period. 

End of July 1807. Part of the 
hew version of Matthew printed. 

End of the year 1807. Printed 
to Mark v. 

Aug. 12, 1809. Little more 

Von. es New Seriess 


than half of the New Testament 
printed. “We have reason,” say 
they, “to believe the version will 
be pretty generally understood.” 

Nov. 9. Printed to Rom. xii. 
New Testament translated, and 
the Old from Job to Malachi. 
[From Job to Malachi seems 
to have been afterwards reject- 
ed. } 

March 8, 1810. Nearly the 
whole New Testament printed; 
the Old, Testament, except the 
Pentateuch, translated. 

End of 1810. New Testa- 
ment published about this time. 

Oct. 4, 1811. A second edi- 
tion of the Gospels printed, and 
Genesis in the press; the Old 
Testament translated to Job. 
[Thus from Job to Malachi was 
rejected. | 

The third version was begun 
in 1807 by Mr. Martyn, who 
was joined in his Jabors, the 
latter part of that year, by Mirza 
Fitrut. In December, 1809, the 
first draught of the New Testa- 
ment had been sometime finish- 
ed; and before the month of 
February 1811, it was fit for the 
press. The printing soon after 
commenced at Serampore, at the 
expense of the Corresponding 
Committee of the Bible Society, 
The work was in the press in 
October 1811, and in January 
18i3. ‘This version is in the 
Hyper-Arabico dialect, or ac- 
cording to another statement, 
in the Persian Hindostanee; 
(much having been drawn both 
from the Persian and Arabic 
sources;) and it will be chiefly 
useful to the higher ranks of 
Mussulmans. 

The Hindostanee language, 
incommon with the Bengalec, 
is derived from the Shanscrit: 
It is supposed to have been far: 
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merly spoken over all Hindos- 
tan proper, including Bengal and 
all the northern parts of India 
on this side of the Ganges. But 
since the intrusion of the Mogul 
conquerors and other nations, it 
has become mixed with the Per- 
sian and other languages; and be- 
ing spoken over extensive re- 
rrions, differs much in its dialects. 
It became the more easily cor- 
rupted with foreign mixtures, 
as it was used only for colloquial 
purposes, no frrose compositions 
or grammars being found in the 
kanguage, except those which 
bave been published in modern 
tinies by Europeans at Tran- 
quebar and in Bengal. In Ben- 
gal it was impossible but that 
the language should become 
inixed inthe mouths of the vul- 
gar with the Persian, Benyalee, 
Portuguese, Armenian, and En- 
glish, and such a confused mass 
is precisely the vulgar tongue 
of Bengal. Yet the Hindee 
part so far prevails in that con- 
fusion us to give i: still the name 
of Hindostanee. The vulgar 
tongue was unquestionably the 
Hindostanee in which Thomas 
and Carey planned to publish 
the Scriptures in January 1795. 
Mr. Carey, in 1794, had called 
this vulgar tongue the Hindos- 
tanee, and said’ it was “a mix- 
ture of Bengalee and Persian,” 
confounding thus the Hindee, 
and Lengalee, parts, which is the 
less to be wonderedjat as they are 
both derivatives from the Shan- 
scrit. By the end of 1795 he 
had learned that one of the com- 
ponent parts of that jargon was 
distinct from the Bengalee and 
Persian, and was the pure Hin- 
dostanee. At the end of 1796, 
belag then at Mudnabatty, he 
remarked, “I have acquired so 


much of the Hindee or Hindo;. 
tanee, as to converse in it, ang 
preach for some time intelligi- 
bly. [It was therefore the vulca, 
tongue.| This is,” he adds“byt, 
jargon indeed, yet it isthe currep; 
language of allthe West fron 
Rajamahl to Delhi, [ that is, from 
the border of Bengal to the wes. 
tern extremity of the English 
dominions, | and perhaps further, 
though more and more mixed 
with the Persian as it advances 
towards that country. With this] 
can be understood nearly all over 
Hindostan,” [evidently mean. 
ing Hindostan in the largey 
sense.]| The dialect spoken x 
Delhi is called the Persian Hip. 
dostanee. 

Although this language js 
probably no where spoken in its 
original purity, there is In all the 
mixtures which form its different 
dialects, a part which may be 
distinguished as pure Hindee, 
But in making versions into the 
language, It was no more necces- 
sary for the translators to confine 
themsclves to pure  Hindee 
words, than it is to confine an 
English version to pure Saxon 
words. Words must be adopted 
that are in actual use. Mr. Mar- 
tyn’s work, which abounds with 
Persian and Arabic terms, is still 
an Hindostanee version, and so 
is Dr. Carcy’s, which is accom- 
modated to the multitude who 
use the vernacular language of 
Bengal. He certainly intended 
his version for the common peo- 
ple of that province, and expect- 
ed that it would be pretty gen- 
erally understood. And it prob- 
ably comes as near to the ver- 
nacular tongue as any translation 
can that is governed by gram- 
matical rules. Otherwise the 
proper language is not yet select’ 
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and Mebedin which to give the Scrip- 
lligi. HP tures to the mass of the people 
lear at his own door. 


buta In producing a composition out 
tren: [Mee of this chaos the purer the lan- 
from guages the more it would lean 


from to the Shanscrit, the mother of 
lthe Hindostanee, and the more 
freely it admitted Persic terms, 
the more it would lean to the 
Arabic, the mother of the Per- 
sian. The style of Dr. Carey’s 
yersion is the most pure, that 
of Mr. Martyn’s the most courte 
ly. Butas the former is much 
the more intelligible to the mul- 
titude, it proves that the vernac- 
ular language of Bengal par- 
takes much more largely of 
the Hindee than of the Persic 
character. This yernacular 
tongue at least in some one of 
its dialects, Is that which has 
been called at Calcutta “the col- 
loquial Hindostanee,” Probably 
the Dictionary of the vernacular 
language which is printing at 
Serampore, contained terms 
drawn from foreign sources not 
admitted into Dr. Carey’s ver- 
sion. 

There is a region on this side 
of the Ganges which by those who 
| » are now in that country is distin- 
! ' guishingly called Hindostan; and 

| itdoesnotinclude Bengal. The 
ancient Hindostan proper com- 
prehended Bengal, together with 
all the Soubahs lying north of a 
crooked line drawn from the 
mouths of the Ganges to the 
Gulph of Cambay. Whether 
the writers now in India mean 
to include under that distinction 
all that used to be known by the 
name of Hindostan proper, except 
Eengal, or whether they apply 
the denomination toa less region 
west of Bengal, where the Hin- 
“ostanee language is spoken, it 








is difficult to determine. But 
they certainly admit into that 
division Patna and Agra which 
lie between Bengal and Delhi, 

The Hindostanee, then, is the 
vulgar tongue of Bengal, where 
it leans to the Shanscrit, and is 
the current language from that 
province westward as far as 
Deihi, and perhaps further, 
where it leans to the Persian. 
In Surat, Guzerat, and other 
places on the western coast, it 
is still applied to purposes of 
commerce asthe Bengalee is in 
Bengal. Indeed one inay be un- 
derstood with it nearly from 
Cape Comorin to Thibet. It 
“pervades Hindostan generally,” 
and is called “the grand popular 
language” ofthe country, and one 
of “the primary and popular Jan- 
guagesof Asia.” ‘The Mission 
aries calculate that their trans- 
lation will give light to a popu- 
lation as great as that of Ivance 
and Italy, which probably ex- 
ceeds forty millions.* 

VII. Manratra. This version 
was commenced in the College 
of Fort William, before Janu- 
ary 21, !804,“by Vydyunath, the 
Mahratta Pundit, under the su- 
perintendance of Dr, Carey,” 

Sep. 24, 1804. Printing had 
commenced at the College press, 

Feb. 5, 1805. Ten chapters of 
Matthew were printed. 

March—= First draught of the 
New Testament nearly done, 


“Ch. Res. p. 130, 124, 157, 208-- 
211. Mem. p, 1l, 12, 69. B. PB A. 
vol. i. 79 note, 92, 93, 178, 190, 201, 
204, 222, 225, 548. vol i. p. 3+. Nar, 
p- 39. M. B, M. M. vol. 1 44, 130. 
vol, rit. p. 98, 106. Ch. Ob. vol. xi. p. 
241, $21, 326. Pan. vol.i, p. 131. vol. vi, 
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December. Matthew had been 
published, and 200 copies were 
that month given to Mr. Taylor 
for distribution at Surat. Before 
September, 1806, the printing 
scems to have been removed to 
Surampore. 

Sep. 13, 1806. The four Gos- 
pels printed. 

July $1, 1807. The whole New 
Testament, and part of the Old, 
pronounced to be translated, and 
a new edition of Matthew in the 
press. 

End of (807. Matthew print- 
ed, and anew fount of types com- 
pleted. 

Aug. 12, 1809. Second edi- 
tion of the four Gospels nearly 
printed. 

Nov. 9, 1809. The Gospels 
done; New Testament pronounc- 
ed to be translated, and the Old 
from Job to Proverbs. 

March 8, 1810. Half of the 
New Testament printed; New 
Testament, except a few chap- 
ters, (probably a new revision 
was taking place,) and a great 
part of the Old translated. 

End of 1810. New Testament 
published about this time. 

Oct, 4, 1811. Genesis printed; 
Pentateuch, and from 1} Chroni- 
cles to Canticles inclusive, with 
Ruth, Lamentations, and Daniel, 
translated. 

The Mahrattas possessed sev- 
eral provinces of Hindostan be- 
fore the country was invaded by 
the Moguls, and they were driyen 
from their territories by thearms 
of the conquerors. Never wholly 
subjected, they retired to the 
northern part of the Gauts, and 
from those inaccessible moun- 
tains often sallied forth to annoy 
their oppressors. ‘Taking ad- 


vantage of the subsequent an- 
archy to which the empire was 


Noy, 


reduced, they gradually exteng. 
ed their conquests, till they com, 
manded a country a thousan 
English miles long and seyey 
hundred broad, extending acrog; 
the northern part of the Deceay 
from sea to sea, and reaching ty 
the southern border of Bengil, 
In their wars they commonly 
served on horseback, and by thejy 
impetuous valor have been knowp 
to give law even to the court of 
Delhi. This hitherto invincible 
people, consisting of a number 
of independent states loosely as. 
sociated under one head, formed 
a powerful combination against 
the English in the time of Mar. 
quis Wellesley’s administration; 
but they were overwhelmed, and 
lost a considerable part of their 
empire. The province of Orissa 
by this means fell under the do- 
minion of the British. The Mab 
rattas still possess a territory on 
the western side of the Deccan 
seven or eight hundred miles in 
extent, rcaching from Goa to the 
British possessions in the neigh: 
borhood of Agra. The Mahratia 
is also “the proper language of 
the Tanjore Court;” and in 
possession of the kings of Tan- 
jore has long been a celebrated 
Mahratta and Shanscrit Library. 
The Baptist Missionaries calcu- 
late that the population to be 
benefited by this version is equal 
to that of Great Britain, placing 
the version thus on a level with 
the Bengalee. In the beginning 
of the present ycar some one was 
spreading the Scriptures and the 
knowledge of Christ among that 
powertul nation.t 
VIII. Oxissa. This version 
was commenced in the College 


{Ch.Res. p.124,125. Nar.p.89. M.’s 
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of Fort William, about the mid- 
die of January, 1804, by Poor- 
oush Ram, the Orissa Pundit, 
under the superintendance of 

, Carey. 

oo 24, 1804. A fount of 
types was begun. Some at- 
tempt was made to take an im- 
pression at the press. 

March 1805. Nearly all the 
New Testament translated. 

August—Types not finished. 

Sept. 13, 1806. The version 
jn great forwardness, and in the 

ress at Serampore, under the 
care of the Missionaries. 

July 31, 1807. Printed to the 
yniddie of Luke. 

End of 1807. Printed to Joln 
xxij—a new fount of types com- 
pleted;—the work began to be 
pushed from a design to station 
a Missionary in Orissa. 

March 1809. New Testa- 
ment (1000 copies) published 
about this time. 

August 12—Nearly all the 
Psalms printed. 

Nov. 9—From Job to Isaiah 
vii; printed;—from Job to Jere- 
miah translated. 

March 8, 1810. About half of 
the Bible printed. 

End of 1810. The Prophets 
finished about this time. All 
the books from Job to Malachi 
were now printed. 

Oct. 4, 1811. The whole Bi- 
ble printed except the Penta- 
teuch, and from Judges to 2 
Kings inclusive; Ruth = also 
printed:—the whole translated, 
except the Pentateuch. 

This is the language of Oris- 
8a, the province adjoining Ben- 


gal onthe south-west, and ex- 
tending from that and the north- 
ern Sicars. Itis of course the 
language of Juggernaut. The 
Baptist Missionaries calculate 
that the Scriptures in this lan- 
guage will enlighten a mass of 
population as great as that of 
IreJand, which amounts nearly 
to four millions.* 

IX. Western Matay. This 
version was commenced, under 
the patronage of the College of 
Foit William, by Thomas Jar- 
ret, Esq. of the Civil Service, 
who had resided twelve years on 
the island of Sumatra, and-had be- 
gun to compile a copious Dic- 
tionary of the language. Before 
March 1805 the four Gospelswere 
translated: After the transla- 
tions were interrupted in the 
College, Mr. Jarret returned to 
Madras, where he continued to 
prosecute the work, with the 
assistance of a learned Malay 
of the rank of Rajah in his own 
country; who had come from 
Sumatra for the purpose. 

This is said to be the language 
of Sumatra; but there are other 
languages spoken on that island, 
the oldest cf which, in the opin- 
ion of Dr. Leyden, is that of 
“the Batta tribes,” a nation of 
cannibals, whose “alphabet has 
nineteen letters, and is written 
from bottom to top, ina manner 
the reverse of the Chinese.t 

( To be continued. ) 


* Nar. p. 39. M’s. Geog. vol. ii, p. 
174. 

¢ Ch. Res. P- 142. Ed, R. No. 82. 
p. 392, 393. 




















ON SUPERSTITIOUS OBSERVAN- 
CES. 


( Concluded from p. 216.) 


A BELIEF in the influence of stars 
seems, at the present day, to be 
less commion than formerly. But 
there are some pcople, even 
now, who are tinctured in a de- 
gree, with such a superstition; 
and imagine that a person’s tem- 
per and disposition are affected 
by the appearance of some par- 
ticular star at his nativity; and 
that his prosperity or adversity, 
wealth or poverty, is controlled 
’ by particular planets. We have 
i} reason to rejoice, however, that 
or believers in such nonsense 
} e become very few, and hope 
i a the time Is not distant when 
3 this species of idolatry shal] be 
a done away. 

i, There is, neverthcless, a kind 
} of stars, the appearance of which 
| is be}ieved by many to forebode 
h important events to mankind. I 
here refer to comets. Nearly 


“i the same opinions are entertain- 


I el of these, as of eclipses of the 
sun, and similar remarks are ap- 
i plicable to both. Though com- 
| ets seldom visit us, compared 
tk with other of the celestial bodies, 
t their revolutions are stated, and 
| conformed to fixed laws. If, 
therelore, they are portentous, 
they are fixed, and established 
prodigies, moving™ in very eccen- 
tric arbits about the sun, appear- 
ing and disappearing to us at 
stated intervals! Such is the ab- 
surdity of making comets omin- 
ous, and similar will evcr be the 
absurdity of undertaking to med- 
dle with the concerns of the 
Almighty, and making signs of 
*See descript on of Cometg in any 
treauuse on Agtrunomy, 
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future events, for which He has 
given no warrant. If in ancient 
times it was impious to prophesy 
without the Divine authority, 
how is it less presumptuous a 
the present day, to attempt the 
same thing without a like com. 
mission? It is to be feared that 
those who undertake to predict 
calamities from the appearance 
of those bodies, too little consid. 
er the nature of presumptuous 
sins, and too little think what it 
is to keeft themselves from idols, 
or, not to be wise above what is 
written. 

But, taking our leave of the 
celestial bodies, we shall find 
that this lower creation abounds, 
too, in signs and omens. ‘The 
most trifling occurrences are 
converted into tokens of ap- 
proaching eyents. The crowing 
of a cock, the failing of a fire- 
brand, the particular “adjtistment 
of one’s garments, the appear: 
ance of an insect, the flight, or 
singing of a bird in particular 
piaces, are so many omens of 
something to happen. The click- 
ing of a poor insect in a wall, a 
rumbling sound, especially if it 
be in the dark, or in some Jone- 
some place, the premature ripen- 
ing and seeding of certain plants, 


and the untimely appearance of 


blossoms on trees, are accounted 
as harbingers of woe. Even 
our voluntary acts are made to 
dlenote some future dispensation 
of Divine Providence. ‘The sow- 
ing of certain seeds, the giving 
or accepting of certain presents, 
betoken misfortunes and even 
death. Let none smile at this 
enumeration, nor say that I am 
trifling; such notions are exten- 
sively current among us, and ale 
even embraced by many persons 
otherwise respectable for they 
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knowledge and sobriety. Yes, 
there are persons who are ac- 
counted Christians, who enter- 
tain such opinions, and give 
gountenance to them, in spite cf 
the instruction afforded them by 
Divine revelation,and an enlight- 
ened state of Cliristian society, 
Were such notions simply fool- 
ish, and harmless in their ten- 
dency, they might be suffered to 
ass without notice along witha 
multitude of other fancies which 
both originate, and end, in a dis- 
tempered imagination. But what- 
ever 18 not true, is false; and 
whatever is false in religion, de- 
tracts from the character of God, 
casts a reproach upon the Chris- 
tian name, and is injurious to 
real holiness. Profane men re- 
joice at occasions to scoff at reli- 
gion; and never fail to turn toa 
bad account the failings of its 
professors. If wrong notions are 
entertained in common by pro- 
fessors, and those who make no 
profession, the latter wil] be con- 
sidered and treated as deriving 
their opinions from the former, 
who will be held accountable for 
their folly and absurdity. It is 
not enough to call notions like 
those which I have specified, un- 
grounded, and whimsical; they 
are wicked, and deserving of re- 
buke. There can be no tokens 
of future events, which do not 
come from some superior Intel- 
ligence; and that Intelligence 
must be God; whose prerogative 
it 1s, to reveal the secret things 
of futurity. But will the believ- 
e's in those notions ascribe such 
miserable tokens, as are at least 
a great proportion of them, to 
the Divine agency? If not, to 
what will they attribuie them? 
lo accident, or to Satan?—Acci- 
dent is only another name to Di- 
‘ine Providence. Not a sparrow 
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falls to. the ground without our 
Heavenly Father’s notice; and 
the hairs of our heads are all 
nuinbered. To ascribe those 
tokens, then, to accident, is, in 
fact, to ascribe them to Omnipo- 
tence. To ascribe them to Sa- 
tan, is to be guilty of idolatry of 
the worst kind. It is idolatry to 
ascribe them to any cause, but 
God; and to impute them to Him, 
without warrant, is wicked pre- 
sumption. Who, in either case 
will dare to justify himself; or 
think it safe to persevere ina 
course of conduct, so clearly con- 
trary to Christian knowledge, and, 
Christian propriety? 

Many persons lay great stress 
upon their dreams, as ominous 
of future good or evil. To in- 
terpret them, Is an object of great 
solicitude; and they have their 
Chaldeans for this purpose. That 
God has manifested himself to 
men,in visions of the head by 
night, when deep sleep had fallen 
upon them, is true; that He is 
still able to do it, if it be His 
pleasure, admits of no doubt. 
But will men presume to attrib- 
ute the crazy reveries of their 
imaginations in their sleeping 
hours, to the sacred impulses of 
the Holy Spirit? Will they im- 
pute to the holy agency of Al 
mighty God, those sleeping fan- 
cies that are, perhaps, the off- 
spring of mere diseasc; perhaps, 
of sin, conceived in a wakefuil 
moment. If yourdreams havea 
sinful origin, they are, indeed, 
like all sins, tokens of impending 
judgment, unless a timely re- 
pentance intercept it. If they are 
simply innocent, what evidence 
have you that your sleeping 1m- 
aginations are more portentous 
than your wakeful ones, except 
that you choose to have them so: 
When, where, aud hew, did the 
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Almighty ever signify to you 
that a dream of a particular cast, 
portended the event which you 
say is portended? Will you an- 
swer, that you have ascertained 
it by experience; that you had 
such a dream, and such an event 
followed? Admitted: you too, 
did such an act, had such and 
such a thought, when you were 
awake and a certain event follow- 
ed; why do you not likewise in- 
fer, that your wakeful thoughts 
end actions, foretel what is to 
come? Out of the great variety 
of good and evil which are min- 
gled together in the cup of 
human life, strange, indeed, 
would it be, if some of the multi- 
farious imaginations which at- 
tend our sleeping hours, would 
not comport, in one shape or 
other, with some events of real 
occurrence. But if such a con- 
gruity should fail in a single in- 
stance, your system is over- 
thrown; God Kas given you no 
warrant to consider your dreams 
as portentous. What he declares, 
is infallible; whatever sign he 
appoilts, the thing signified 
must, and will, take lace; if, 
then, that thing fail, it is certain 
that He never instituted the sign. 
A single failure as completely 
proves this point, as an hundred, 
or as an uniform failure would. 
Now put yourseives upon think- 
ing; how many instances can 
you bring to mind of disappoint- 
ment in your prophetic dreams? 
Why, then, in opposition to rea- 
son and experience, without war- 
rant trom God, and contrary to 
His veracity, do you persist in 
giving to certain dreams a pro- 
phetic character? They who 
profess to be Christians, should 
consider that when they counte- 
nance this idle belief in dreams 


by their own concurrence, they 
cast a stigma upon real prophesy, 
and make it a subject of irrever. 
ence and derision to the profane. 
As for those who make no pre. 
tensions to religion, and yet 
attach a prophetic character to 
their dreams, they are guilty of 
charging God foolishly, together 
with the most irreverent pres 
sumption, in thus pretending that 
God should deign to hold a cor. 
respondence with them, which, 
we must suppose, He vouchsafes 
sparingly, if at all, even to angels, 
If, to avoid the sin of unholy pre- 
sumption, any should deny an in- 
tention to impute their dreams 
to Divine inspiration, they only 
vary, they do not avoid, their 
guilte In that case, instead of 
paying an irreverent homage to 
God, they yield an_ idolatrous 
homage to something else; that 
is, they yield it to Satan, for he 
thus becomes the object of their 
reverence, Such is the conse- 
quence of departing from truth, 
and giving admission to error. 

Mankind have always exhibit- 
ed a wonderful prepensity to 
seek afltcr divinations. <A love 
of the marvellous, together with 
a curiosity to pry into future 
events, has ever been a distin- 
guishing trait in the human 
character, and has led men to 
pursue very unwarrantable meas- 
ures In order to gratify this un- 
easy propensity. In this eager- 
ness to know what is to come; 
they often lose all proper respect 
for the Divine Being, who alone 
can reveal the secrets of futurity. 
The truth of these remarks has 
been already shown in the pre- 
ceding paragraphs; and is still 
farther manifested in that fond- 
ness for fortunetelling, which 
prevails among us. To imaginé 
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bhatGod interposesto makeknown 
she things which prnnnere 
yretend to disclose, and to make 
them known in such a manner, 
and by such méans, is offering an 
affront to the Most High, which, 
one would think, few could have 
the hardihood to avow. To as- 
cribe, however, such a disclos- 
ure to any other source, is to 
ascribe it to the prince of dark- 
ness; while those who do it thus 
avow, that rather than forego 
the indulgence of their wicked 
curiosity, and in order to obtain 
their desire, they will propitiate 
Satan, and do him homage. In- 
deed, I never knew a_ person 
who gave credit to fortunetell- 
ing, who did not attribute the 
art,in some mode or other to 
Satanic arency; and who did not, 
if he went se far as actually to 
consult a fortuneteller, falter in 
the apprehension that he was 
corresponding with the powers 
of darkness. A professed for- 
tunetelier is always, 1 believe, 
considered by those who consuit 
him, as a sort of wizard; as one 
familiar with wicked spirits; and 
the more he is aistinguisied in 
his art, ‘the more he has this 
repute. They who consuit him, 
then, must be considered as do- 


jing reverence to Satan; as doing 


it wittingly, and without regard- 
ing the disple: asure of tne Al- 
m ighty. What greater affroit 
can they offer to the Most High; 
What greater treason Can ticy 
commit against Him? The ab- 
surdity of supposing that any 
power besides the Almighty can 
reveal future events, is lost and 
Swaliowed up, in the daring and 
presumptuous 
thus transferring their allegiance 
from Him, to Satan. How did 
Saul sin in resorting to those 
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wickedness of 
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who had familiar spirits! And 
wherein did his sin differ from 
theirs, who resort to foriunetell- 
ers with the full impression on 
their minds that they are holding 
an intercourse with the spirits 
of darkness? With what less are 
they chargeabie than resorting 
to Satan for that which they care 
not ask of the Almighty; or 
which, if asked, they believe 
that He will refuse! 

Perhaps some may think, that 
these remarks apply to no indi- 
viduals among us, and are, there- 
fore, gratuitous. The writer 
could wish that the case were 
se; but facts abundantly justify 
what he has written. ‘There is 
scarce a town in the country 
where a fortunetclier would not 
find employment, should he ap- 
pear and make known his er- 
rand; not indeed by the great 
body of the people, but such a 
portion of them as always seek 
to gratiy their idle curiosity, 
respect what It may, at the ex- 
pense of every virtuous consid. 
cration. Persons moving in the 
higher circles of gentility and 
fashion, or the writer is greatiy 
niisiidormed, have not scrupied 
to apply to one of those misera- 
bie fortunetelling wretches; and 
so bent have they been upon tuis 
daring object, as to set the 
laws of common decency at dc- 
fiance. How olten does the 
samc disposition mianitest itself 
over a cup of tea, or a pack of 
cards. In various ways Is the 
sane propensity nursed and 
kept alive, to the disgrace of 
society, and the reproach of the 
Christian name. Such things 
ought not to be. Itis atime when 
every thing sacred demands that 
we detach ourselves trom the 
worship of the god of this world, 

35 
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and worship Him, and Him only, 
who made heaven and earth. 
While we are attempting, in 
this land, to overthrow idolatry 
in distant countries, let us take 
good heed that no root of pagan- 
ism remain at home. Our own 
teformation should be thorough, 
and coextensive with our of- 
fences. No sin is so small as 
not to need forgiveness; and 
none so Covert, as to escape the 
detection of Omniscience. 

The writer makes no apology 
for the remarks which he has 
made, nor for the length to 
which he has protracted them. 
He deems the several topics up- 
on which he has touched sufh- 
ciently important to merit a pub- 
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lic exposure of this kind. Oth. 
er notions and practices similar 
in character to those mentioned, 
might have been brought i into 
view; but as what has been writ. 
ten may, with little variation, be 
applied to them likewise, it is 
judged proper to leave them 
without further animadversion, 
Little children keeft yourselves 
from idols, is the language of an 
apostle; a multitude of facts tend 
to show the propriety of the in- 
junction at the present time; 
and however habit may have 
rendered it obsolete with some, 
it still stands on record for their 
admonition, and thus will stand 
to the end of the world. 
ACLETUS. 


REVIEWS. 


XL. An Account of the People 
called Shakers, their faith, doc- 
trines,and piractice,exemplified 
in the life, conversations, and 
experience of the author during 
the time he belonged to the So- 
ciety; to whichis affixed a his- 
tory of their rise, and progress 
to the present day. By Tuom.s 
Brown of Cornwall, Orange 
County, New York. ‘Troy, 
1812. Sold by Websters and 
Skinner, Albany. I1l2mo. pp. 


i] Qo 


~~ ~~ 


In the last volume of the Pan- 
oplist,* there was published a 
brief history of the Shakers, 
which, in a great degree, satis- 
fied the curiosity of the public, 
in relation to the origin and te- 
nets of this very singular people. 

The principal facts in that 


* See Panopiist for Dec. 181], p. 289. 


communication were derived 
from a beok published by order 
of the Society; which book, 
therefore, it would be expected, 
would throw a decent veil over 
any ridiculous or immodest ex- 
travagancies, which might be 
exhibited at the commencement, 
or in the progress, of this Adzi- 
lental Church! Mr. Brown, the 
writer of the book now before 
us, having withdrawn himself 
from the Shakers, was not con- 
strained by the pride of party to 
conceal any circumstances,which 
might seem to reflect dishonor 
upon the Society; neither does 
he appear to be influenced in 
any degree by anger or hatred. 
It was apparently his object to 
give a plain, unvarnished state- 
ment of facts, as they came to 
his knowledge, and he leaves his 
readers to draw such inferences, 
as the facts may justify. Such 
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was his candor, regard to truth, 
and friendship to the Shakers, 
that before publishing his book 
he addressed a letter to Lucy 
Wright and Abiathar Babi, 
“frst in the ministration,” offer- 
ing them a copy of his work, 
that they might point out to 
him for correction any mistakes 
into which he might have fallen. 
This liberal offer was refused, 
with no small degree of incivility. 

Mr. Brown was born in New 
York in 1766, and at the age of 
twenty-one joined the Society of 
Quakers, of which bis father was 
amember. In the year 1793 he 
became a methodist; and at 
length, in 1798, began to attach 
himself to the Shakers, whom he 
yisiied at Watervlict, near Al- 
bany. The mother .42n had now 
been dead about fourteen years, 
but he had opportunity of con- 
versing with those, who knew 
her, aud of learning much of her 
character; and he confirms the 
representation, which has fre- 
quently been given to the public; 
that she was very fond of strong 
drink, which she used to call 
one of God’s good creatures! As 
aspecimen also of the tempe- 
rance of her Janguage, he says 
that she denominated some of 
her opposers dogs, dumb dogs, 
damned dogs,and he refers to 
the passages of Scripture, which 
were adduced in the justification 
of such expressions. When Ann 
and her brother William Lee 
fought like gladiators, the be- 
levers were told, that their own 
evil nature was imputed to the 
mother; that she was dcaring 
their states; that, without sin her- 
sell, she was only giving them a 
visible repiesentation of their 
wickedness. One of Ann’s first 


followers assured him, that when 


in England she, the mother, 
spake before a court in twelve 
different lunguages,among which 
were the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, 
and French. He was also assured 
us a fact, that Colonel Brown, 
fourtcen days after he was killed 
at Stone-Arabia, came in spirit 
to mother Ann, and confessed 
his sins. For the comfort of the 
widow and her children, messen- 
gers were sent to Pittsfield to 
inform them that the Colonel 
“was in the faith and travail of 
the church!” But what was more 
wonderful than this, he (Mr. 
Brown) was assured, “that elder 
Whitaker was in eternity in spirit 
several thousand years in a few 
hours! and in that [long and 
short | time thousands of spirits 
confessed their sins unto him.” 

Mr. B., like other Shakers, 
hada gift of speaking in an un- 
known tongue, and he has re- 
corded a part of cne of his mi- 
raculous speeches. It was in 
sound as follows:—-Liero devo 
jerrankemang(, ad sileabana, dus 
rem subrame devtrante diaceri- 
MANGO, Jasse vah pie cri evaniga- 
lio; de vom grom seb crinom, os 
vare cremo domo. 

Among the methods of mor- 
tifying the flesh,resorted to at an 
early period in the history of this 
church, he says that one meth- 
od was the promiscuous and re- 
peated dancing of men and wom- 
en, divested entirely of clothes, 
This fact, when it came to his 
knowledge, he charged upon 
elder Rowley, who at first deni- 
ed, and afterwards owned, it; 
but while he confessed it, he 
imparted this necessary advice, 
not to suffer such improper con. 
duct to injure his faith! 

Bat the discoveries, which ho 
had made, and the Impositicna 
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practised upon him, gave a seri- 
ous shock to his faita, and re- 
stored him in some degree to 
his senses. He first was greet- 
ed with very flattering words, 
and assured of full permission 
to follow conscience; but it was 
not lone before ke found, that 
he had been deceived, and that 
he was required to yield im- 
plicit obedience tothe gift of the 
church, which gift was no other 
than a positive order or command, 
communicated by one of the el- 
ders, but originating with mother 
Lucy; so that he perceived him- 
self inveigled into subjection 
to an absoljute, tyrannical gov- 
ernment, and that government 
wieided by a woman,—-a humil- 
lating condition, which his manly 
feelings could ill brook. 
Notwithstanding his gift of 
speaking In an unknown tongue; 
notwithstandine the wonderful 
miracies, attested by his brethren 
and sisters; netwithstanding all 
he had seen or experienced or 
heard of the gifts of trembling, 
shaking,twitching, jirking,whiil- 
ine, leaplug, jumping, dancing, 
stamping, berking, mewing 
crowing, shouting, groaning, cry- 


>? 


ine, lauching, hissing, brushing, 
driving out evil spirits, rolling 
On the floor, running with hands 
stretched out through bog and 
mire; notwithstanding the spell, 
which been thrown upon 
him, Mr. 6B. at length emerged 
from his Happy 
would it be for aii the deluded fol- 
lowers of Ann Lec, if they weouid 
tura from her Implous preten- 
sions to the uncerrupted Gospei 
of Jesus Christ. 

Mr. B. is a plain man, but we 
have read his with much 


had 


cejuston, 
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satisfaction, and we hope its rap. 
id sale will encourage him, ac. 
cording to his own intimation, to 
prepare for the press a more 
minute history of the people, 
with whom he was once connect. 
ed; a people at present decent in 
manners and correct in moral 
conduct, but in a religious view 
subject to a deplorable delusion. 


, 


XLY. The Clergyman’s Alma- 
nac; or an .4stronomical Diary 
and Serious Monitor for the 
year of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 1813. Boston; 
Lincoln and Edmands. 


Weare glad to see the fifth 
number of this useful publica- 
tion; and to be able to say, that 
it promises to be at least equal 
to any of its predecessors in the 
sphere of its circulation, ana the 
extent ofits usefulness. It con- 
tains a considerable variety of 
secular information, and a still 
ereatcer varietv of moral and re- 
ligious instruction. ‘I houghsome 
expressions might have been o- 
mitted without loss, and the style 
of several pleces might have 
been better acapted to their pur- 
pose, yet as a whoie, this little 
manual is entitied to the partic- 
ulur regard ot the friends of 
virtue and religion, and ought, 
beyond question, to he preterred 
touny other Almanac for gen- 
erai use. It is replete with 
many solemn and momemius 
truths, which concern men as 
Immertal beings, and which 
Christianity presses upon the 
conscience by the most awtul 
sanctions. 


1812. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ABSTRACT. 
Continued from p. 149. ) 


The Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge (London) continue their 
exertions, at home and abroad. Their 
last Report, containing ah account of 
their proceed: ngs ~_—— the year 
which ended in March 1811, is en- 
sched with the correspondence of 
the Protestant Missionaries on te 
Coromandel coast. 

fle Rev. Messrs. Kolhoff and 
Horst wrote from Tanjore, Jan, 00, 
18i0, that they had enjoyed many 
opportunities of pre aching our hoiv 
religion to heathens and | papis* $s, an ml 
of uiviting them to accepi the grace 
of God as U is in Jesus. Among the 
ditzyent casts of natives, those called 
Telunzer, are more inveterate against 
Ciristians than any other except tiie 
Brahmins. A man of this casi, ad- 


Bmited into the *congregation some 


years since, had evinced the sincerity 


Poi his profess s10ns, NOL only by leading 


a Christian life under many suilerings, 
but by his endeavors to convert lus 
family to Christianity; in wluch ie 
lias happily succeeded, 

Among the deaths which were 
sre (i regretted, were those ai two 
lative Catechists, who had been con- 
verted from paganism and trained up 
and employed as teachers by Mr. 
Swartz. Vheir names were Dhewa- 
ragayam and Areelappen. ‘They were 
greatly respected both by heathens 
wid Ch ristlans, on account of their 
picty, prudence, and zeal. The na- 
live p reacher Sattlanaden was contin- 
ung his labors, and faithfully preach- 
Ing “Christ among believers and unbe- 
lievers The number of communi- 
cants had greatly increased. 

The missionaries acknowledge with 
grati.ude the mercy of God in inclin- 
ing the Court of Directors to raise 
their allow: ance for the schools from 

50 to 1240 Pagados, annually." The 


“4 pagoda on the Coromandel coast 
i VOTE: QO out iwo collars. 


news had reached them when over. 
whelmed with anxiety; and the sup- 
ply reiieved them from the necessity 
of contracting new debts, in order to 
Maintain the many native laborers in 
the Tinavelly district, for which the 
annual produce of Mr, Swartz’s leg- 
acy was insufficient 

the progress of Christianity obliged 
the missionaries to increase the num- 
ber of their native teachers, to en- 
large the old places of worship, and 
to crect new ones. Their funds were 
unable to meet all these expenses. 
‘the brethren at ‘Pranquebar had ase 
sisted, as Much as was in their power, 
but their si ipphes were uiterly insti- 
ficient. ‘ile want of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, Psulters, and other religious 
books, was greater than the Mmission- 
aries could Gescribe. They wanted 
& printing press, and were very 
anxious to furnish every Protestant 
family with a copy of the Scriptures. 

Inaletter dared Aug. 2y9ih, 1810, 
it becomes the melancholy duty of 
Mr. Kolhotf to inform the Society of 
the death of his brother and com- 
panion in labors, the Rev. Mr. Horst. 
He had been eighteen years a servant 
of the m ssion, and four years one of 
the Seciety’s missionaries. The learn. 
ing and abilities of this worthy man, 
his ardent desire to prove useful, the 
fervor and delight with which he 
ever pursued his work, and the essen- 
tial services he had rendered the 
mission, had given Mr. KolbotT great 
cause to lament so early and unex- 
pected a death, which had deprived 
the :nission of a faicliful pastor, and a 
numerous family of a kind and affec- 
tionate parent and husband. His sut- 
ferings had been very severe; but he 
endured them with the patience and 
firmness of a Christian. His humble 
submission to the will of God was 
truly awakening, and the peace - 
enjoyed to his last breath was a live 
example of the inestimable “a Nd 
which attends a life of godliness. 
Mr. Kothott asks the Society to 

permit the ordination of more native 


preachers ang to grant them salaries. 
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The Society, in reply, have permitted 
the ordination of one or two native 
catechists, and agreed to give them 
salaries. 

Mr. Pohle writes from Tritchinop- 
olv, March 3, 1810, that in the pre- 
ceding vear there had been in that 
place 28 baptisms, including heathe 
ens; 42 Portuguese and 206 Malabar 
communicants. 

Mr. Pohle, after mentioning with 
thankfulness the safe arrival of the 
annual stores and presents for the 
mission, adds “Would to God that 
we could also receive new missiona- 
ries! Lam upwards of 66 years old; 
my strength faileth me, and I may 
soon be gone, and the mission be an 
unprovided orphan, whereof to think 
oniv is painful tome.” 

Mr. John, one of the Danish mis- 
sionaries at Tranquebar, had lost his 
sight, but was able to preach alter- 
nately in the Portuguese and Mala- 
bar churches. 

In the course of the year, the Soci- 
ety distributed 


Bibles 10,224 
Testaments and Psalters 16,.42 
Common Prayer Books 20,535 
Other bound books 20 $08 
Small Tracts 145,123 


Huntingdonshire Auxiliary Bible 
Society was formed on the S3ist of 
December last, Lord Viscount Hin. 
chinbrook inthe chair. 

The meeting was enlivened not 
only by the eloquence of the three 
Secretaries of the parent institution, 


but bv the animated addresses of 


I.ord Carysfort, S. Knight, Esq. and 
J. Hammond, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. 
Pope, Bourdillon, Longmire, and 
Martyn, of the established church, 
Arrow, Morell, and Crisp, dissenting 
ministers, F. Calder, methodist 
preacher, and Mr. William Brown, 
of the society of Friends. More than 
$,100 dollars were soon contributed. 


Vigorous exertions are making, in 
the divisions of the British army 
stationed at home, in consequence of 
general orders issued by Royal au- 
thoritv, to instruct the children of 
soldiers by means of Regimental 
Schools, formed on the plan of Dr. 
Beil. Peculiar attention is to be 


paid to the moral and religious jp, 
struction and conduct of the childre, 

Hertfordshire Auxiliary Bible §o¢;. 
ety was formed by an assembly y 
gentlemen convened at the Shir, 
hallin Hertford, on the 24th of Jay, 
last. William Plumer, Esq. wa 
unanimously called to the chair, by 
declined it on account of his healt); 
when, on motion of Mr. Plumer, 
William Baker, Esq. was una 
mously requested to preside. 

After the business was opened }y 
the Chairman, Mr. Plumer rose anj 
addressed the meeting in a shor, 
but very impressive, speech, He 
stated that this was probably the 
last time he should ever meet hi 
friends and neighbors on any publis 
occasion. He was glad he had 
opportunity of bearing his testimony 
in so goud a cause. It would be, 
consolation to him as he approached 
his last hour. 

Mr. Steinkopif forcibiy stated th: 
want of Bibles in various parts of tle 
continent, and the great anxiety to 
obtainthem. Among other interes: 
ing facts which he mentioned wast 
following, An ofler was made \y 
a person from Stockholm to the go 
ernor of Russian Finland of some pe 
cuniary assistance towards supplyity 
the poor Finlanders with Bibles 
The governor inquired from whi 
generous hands the proposal cam. 
When he learnt that they were! 
debted for it to England, he cov! 
not refrain from tears; but addes, 
that without consulting the Emper 
or nothing could be done. Tk 
Emperor was consulted, and 
contributed, from his private purs 
five thousand roubles’ tothe Bik 
Society now forming in Finland. 

Lord Viscount Grimston was 
pointed President; and the Right ll 
Lord John Townshend, M. P. 
seventeen other gentlemen cf ¢ 
tinction, eleven of whom were me 
bers of Parliament, were apporl 
Vice Presidents. The Kev. ™ 
Lidden, and the Hon Mr. Brand we" 
among those who addressed 
meeting. The Rev. William De 
trv, and the Rev. C. Maslen 
appointed Secretaries. Mr. Des) 


"4 rouble is @qual in valye to a,2%' 
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ade a long and eloquent speech, 


; in nich was published at the request 
Pi fthe Committee. 

Soci. Mr. Plumer, seconded by Sir 
. ohn Saunders Sebright, moved the 
Hire 


dial thanks of the meeting to Wil- 
«m Baker, Esq. for his able con- 


was Hct and important exertions in the 
but isiness of this day. 


Mr. Baker, in an address of great 


1) BRcling, expressed the delight which 
nani- ¢ experienced in seeing, on the 


lose of a2 long political life, one 


d by ecting of unanimity. It had been 
and slot to witness many of dissension. 

hort, ehad been opposed to gentlemen 
He par him on "questions of great in- 
the 


rest to public men, when both sides 
pnsidered themselves as engaged in 


ut e right cause. It rejoiced his 
ad a part to find, at last, that there was 
mon e subject on which they could all 
bea rree, and especially that this sub- 
aclied ct wa3 the dispersion of the Scrip- 
res. ‘*They are,” he observed, 
d the he only solace of affliction in this 
of tl e, and affurd the only ground of 
ty to pe fur the life to come.” 
ereste 


Sutton Coldfield Auxiliary Bible 
dety was formed Dec. 23, 1811, ia 


ite tof the British and Foreign Bible 
he pe ciety. Henry Grimes, Esg. was 
piyie| osen Treasurer, and the Rev. Jo- 
31 bles ph Mendham, Secretary. A com- 
whi ttee of five respectable gentlemen 
cam s also chosen. 
>Te Ith 

coul The Bristol Auxiliary Bible Society 
ides, ld its annual meeting on the 13th 
mper last February. The report of the 

The mmittee was read and received 
has th great approbation; after which 
purse eral gentlemen addressed the 
Bible ctng with great eloquence and 
de te. The Society raised during 
as i year above 7,700 dollars, nearly 
rt Ho of which was remitted to the pa- 
P, a At iNstitution. 
of Gis 
- mer tom letters received from the 
ont sionaries in South Africa, it ap- 

Mt. 'sthat there has been a consid- 
d wei ble revival of religion: at the 
d the Pe of Good Hope, and in other 
Des tes of the settlemeat, among the 
were ‘ers, the inhabitants, and the 


res, 


Phe Blackheath Auxiliary Bible So- 
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ciety was formed on the 22nd of Feb- 
ruary last, J. J. Angerstein, Esq. a 
gentleman greatly distinguished by 
benevolence, in the chair. Many elo- 
quent and impressive speeches were 
made. The Earl of Dartmouth was 
appointed President; the Dean of 
Windsor, the Right Hon. N. Vansit- 
tart, now Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Gen. Tarrington of the 
Royal Artillery, Maj. Gen. Burn of 
the Royal Marines, John J. Anger- 
stein, Esq. and the Rev. George 
Lock, Vice Presidents; Richard Best, 
Esq., Treasurer; Rev. Theophilus 
Lane, Prebendary of Hereford, Dr. 
Parker of the Royal Attillery Hospi- 
pal, and Mr. J. Shewell, Secretaries, 
About 2,900 dollars were soon sub. 
scribed. Among the principal speak. 
ers were Mr, Vansittart, the Rev. 
Dr. Collyer, a dissenting minister, 
und several other persons of distinc- 
tion. 


The Society for the relief of poor 
pious clergymen of the Establishee 
Church, afiords annual supplies to a 
number of curates, wlio are in a state 
of extreme poverty. The cases which 
are stated every year are of the most 
affecting kind. There are instances 
of clergymen, who supply three or 
four churches. and whose clear ine 
come from them all does not exceed 
150 dollars, and which will not go so 
fir in that country in purchasing the 
necessaries of life, as the same sum 
sum will go in this country, 


The Society fcr Missions to Africa 
and the Bast held a special meeting 
on the 24th of April last, which was 
very numerously attended, the Right 
Hon. Lord Gambier in the chair. The 
object of the meeting was to take 
measures **to procure such provisions 
in the New Charter to be granted to 
the East India Company, as shall, 
under wise and prudent regulation, 
promote Christianity in India.” Sev. 
eral resolutions, having this object in 
view, were passed. A deputation 
was appointed to wait on the Chen. 
cellor of the Exchequer, and the 
President of the Board of Control, to 
solicit their support to the objects of 
the resolutions, and the honor of 
conferriug with them on the means 
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of attaining those objects. Mr. Van- 
sittart is now Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and will doubtless use all 
his influence in favor of the applica. 
tion. Among the persons who took 
an acti¥e part in this meeting, we ob- 
serve the names of Mr. Wilberfor ce, 
Mr. Uhornton, Lord Carlthorpe, and 
Sir Thomas Baring. 


The Wallingford Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety was formed on the 7th of Jan last, 
the venerabie J. Alinatt, Fsq. in the 
chair. The Bishop of Salisburv was 

appointed President. Though the day 
was very unpropitious, above 800 dol- 
lars were subscribed on the spot. 


The York Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety was formed on the 29:h of Janu- 
ary. The Hon. Lawrence Dundas, 
the Lord Mayor of York, was in the 
chair. and has accepted the office of 
President, and six gentlemen were 
apo nted Vice Presidents. The pro 
ceedings have been published m an 
Interesting pamphlet. Among a mul- 
titude of speakers were the Rev. 
Jehn Overton and the Rev. Charles 
Wellbeloved, names Known in this 
country. 


The Bradford Auxiliary p Society 
was formed Isst The Rev 
J. Crosse, vicar of the par ish church, 
was chosen President, and John Har- 
dy, Esq. Clergymen of 


spring 


Secretary. 


different denominatious were ap- 
pointed on the commiftee. Perfect 
unanimity prevailed, and the sub. 


scriptions were extremely hberal. 


The 
Society was 


April last, 


Staffordshire Auxiliary Bible 

formed on the 8th of 
Thomas Lister, Esq in 
the chair. Lord Viscount Anson 
was appointed President, and eight 
noblemen, and twenty four gentle- 
men of rank, Vice Presidents. The 
High Sheriff of the county, and an- 
other gentleman were appointed 
joint Treasurers, and three clergy- 
men and a layman, Secretaries. <A- 
mong the speukers was the Rev. Mr. 
Gisborne, «an excellent writer of ser- 
mons, known in this country. He 
delivered a very argumentative and 
eloquent speceh, which was printed 
at the recfest of the meeting. 
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The Society for the support and 
couragement of Sunday Schoo! $ thro 
out the Brit:sh dominions held u¢ 
annual meeting on the 8h of Ay e 
last. ‘The committee reported, th. 
since the last annual meeting 
sc heols had been added to the ” Soci ) 
ecy’s list, and assistance repeated |; 
92 schools formerly established Tip, 


had distr buted, during the year, 
25.723 Spelling. books, 5056 Tests, 
ments, and 132 Bibles. Since +), 


commencement of the institution 
(1785) they had issued $39,495 Spel 
ling-books, 70,337 Testaments, ‘a 
8,001 Bibles, to 3.730 schools. en», 
taining upwards of 303,000 scholy: 
Testimonies to the utility of this is 
stitution conlinue to multiply, 


Some benevolent. individuals har 
mace accurate investigation into tl 
want of Bibles in the British metr 
ols This wantis found to be greate 
among the poor than had_ been pr. 
viously conceived. Out of 611 fini 
lies principally of weavers in Spitd 
fic ids, 3 3233 were wholly destitwe ¢ 
the Bible. Of these families 2 
professed to be of the communion: 
the Church of England, 217 to bel 
to different classes of dissenters, I 
to be Roman Catholics, and tlito» 
of no profession whatever, gom 
probabty, to no place of worship, 
being wholly without God in t: 
world. 


The Liverpool Auxiliary Bible 
ety held its annual meeting in 4? 
last. Much that is snc, Sate 
place at the meeting. We ev 
the speech of the Rev. Thomas Re 
fies, trom a_ Liverpool newspa’ 
obligingly communicated to us @ 
the purpose. 


THe Rev. Tuomas RAFFLES! 
and said,—“T hold ia my hand at 
lution which I shal} have the ! 
propoge to you, ana upon which [st 
persuaded there will be but one 
timent pervading this harmonic 
happy assembly—it is a vote of | 

to the Committee who have ce nd 
ed tue busineas of the Society i: 
past vear. It must be cbvious "0! 
that much of the success depends! 
on the zeal and activity with ¥ 
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these gentlemen fulfil the important 
trust reposed inthem. But I cannot 
satisfy myself without expressing the 
warm feelings of delight and satis- 
faction which are excited in my mind 
by the scene which now surrounds 
me. I have had the satisfaction to 
sttend several annual meetings of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in 
London, and I deem it a most pleas- 
ing circumstance, that in becoming a 
resident in Liverpool, I meet for the 
first time so many of 1:5 shabitants 
convened for the promotion oi an ob 

ject so interesting and subiime, Itis 
not inthe warm regions ot the south 
alone, that this fair and life giving 
tree is seen to flourish, but in the 
colder regions of the north many love- 
iy plants arise, not to diminish the 
strength and energy of the parent 
stock, but to constitute together one 
majestic forest, beneath whose friend. 
ly shade the ignorant and wretched 
may find instruction and repose, and 
the leaves of which shall be for the 
healing of bleeding nations—and 
whose delicious fruit shall be a relief 
amidthe miseries of distracting war. 
Let us look around and mark what the 
Bible Society has already done, 
Though yet in her youth, she has at- 
iained the vigor of maturer age; and 
though short is the period that has 
elapsed since she began her triumph- 
ant career, already she has accom- 
plished wonders—and in the arms of 
her benevolence has grasped the 
world. What then hasthe Bible So- 
ciety to fear? If fears are cherished, 
whence do they arise?) Has she any 
thing to fear from infidels? Where 
are their predictions now?—Buried 
with them in the sepulchre in which 
they slumber—in an oblivion § as 
deep as the oblivion of the dead! It 
was predicted that about this time 
the Bible would be unknown; but in 
the city where lie the ashes of Hume 
one of the fairest and most flourish. 
ing Bible Societies is established, 
and one of the must active members 
of the committee occupies the house in 
Which he lived. And the soii which 
gave birth to Thomas Paine now sus- 
tains a vigorous association for the 
spread of the sacred Scripiures. Does 
she lack countenance? No. If crowns 
and diadems, and miires, and dig- 
litv and splendor are desired, sie 
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has them. Venerable prelates, illus- 
trious nobles, and a long line of sena- 
tors follow in her train; and she bids 
fair soon to interest the whole world 
in her favor. Has she any thing to 
fear from opposition? No. So far as 
her principles are understood they are 
cordially embraced—so far as her ob- 
jects are distinetly seen, they are ar- 
dently beloved. She has stood intense 
and reiterated scrutiny, and gathers 
strength from every circumstance of 
opposition, or scene of difficulty 
which she is called to encounter, or 
through which it is her lot to pass, 
And the amplest scene of encourage- 
ment and hope are in that very Book 
which it is her object to spread; for 
it is the unalterable decree of God, 
preserved ithe imperishable record 
—‘ ‘that the knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth, as the waters 
cover the great deep.” Are transla- 
tors wanting? No. They rise fast 
as scenes of usefulness and labor are 
unfolded: and men, as if under the 
immediate inspiration of heaven, de- 
cypher languages and translate with 
ease the Scriptures of eternal truth. 
In the interior of India a population 
of upwards of 400,00u,00u read the 
Sacred Scriptures in the several 
tongues in which they were born. 
And the language of the Chinese, 
whose rude and undecy phered hiero- 
glvphics had long bade defiance to the 
exercise of human skill, has at length 
bowed to the translators of eternal 
truth; and they can now read them in 
their own tongue. Whiat then has the 
Bible Society to fear?—there is every 
thing animating, there is every thing 
auspicious. Olappy Liverpool! thus 
to participate in the general feeling 
which now animates the empire, and 
thus hberally and generously to stand 
forward to promote the best and 
highest interests of mankind. Never 
did she send a iovelier vessel from her 
port, laden with a more valuable 
cargo than the Word of Truth, with 
more favorable omens, or more pro- 
pitious breezes, But from the 
state of every thing around let us re- 
member, that we are fulfilling a de- 
cree of God; for in the passages of 
inspired truth it is recorded, that 
‘ail nations, and peoples, and kin- 
dreds, and tongues, shall call him 
blessed.”? Ave we not then encour- 
36 
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aged to hope that this is one 
mighty engine of carrying His eternal 
purposes into effect?) Are not these 
wars and rumors of wars awful symp- 
toms of the approach of that illustri- 
ous and long expected era, when na- 
tions of every color, language, and 
clime, shall bow to the sceptre of the 
Prince of Peace, and he shall extend 
his peaceful reign over a happy and 
harmonious world. Whilst we hea 
the distant rumbling of his chariot 
wheels, let us hail the coming of the 
mighty conqueror with joy, and cor- 
dially unite to fulfil his purposes and 
proclaim his truth. Even so: come 
Lord Jesus.” 


ENGLISH BIBLES. 


Ir was with extreme mortification 
that we learnt the following facts: 
One ofthe United States privateers 
afew weeks ago took a British vessel 
having on board a box containing about 
500 Bibles and Testaments, _ which 
had been sent by the British and For- 
eign Bible Socicty to be distributed 
gratuitously inthe British dominions 
on this side the Atlantic. These Bi- 
bles instead of being generously re- 
linguished and sent to the place of 
their original destination, were put up 
at auction with othcr prize goods, 
sold at less than half the first cost, 
and are now scattered among the 
booksellers. The sale was at Port- 
land. The Bibles are in the English 
and French languages, octavo and 
duodecimo, all stereotype editions, 
and excellently bound in calf. 
Voyages of discovery, and attempts 
to enlarge the boundaries of scicnce 
and literature, have ever been pro- 
tected, even in a state of war, by the 
unanimous consent of civilized na- 
tions. Much more should the most 
exalted and beneficent charity which 
the world has ever witnessed, be suf- 
fered to proceed oi its course with- 
out being exposed to the hand of vio- 
lence. But there are two very pecu- 
liar and striking circumstances at- 
tending this ysubject. The first is, 
that this cory Eotaiok and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society has generously sent 
money into this country to be expend. 
ed in Bibles, and distributed among 


English Bibles 


Noy. 


ourselves, to the amount, if we mistake 
not, of about 5000 dollars; and noy, 
this Society cannot send Bibles t, 
their fellow subjects without having 
them seized by our cruisers. The 
second is, that the same Society has 
openly and publicly distributed Bj. 
bles, in various parts of several Euro. 
pean nations, with which Great Bri. 
tain is at war, and that without losing 
by the hand of an enemy, so far as we 
have been able to learn, a single copy 
of the Scriptures. 

We are persuaded, that had the 
sale of these Bibles been generally 
known, either the Massachusetts ki. 
ble Society, or some other institution 
of the same kind, would have pur. 
chased them, and held them to be re. 
stored subject to the order of the Brit- 
ish Society. And we venture io ar. 
nounce, that the Massachusetts Bible 
Society, some other Bible Society, or 
an association of gentlemen formed 
for that express purpose, will remit 
to London a sum sufficient to defray 
the cost of the Bibles thus diverted 
from their proper course.. This busi- 
ness seems to fall naturally, in the 
first instance, upon the Massachusetts 
Bible Society, as this Society has re- 
ceived a donation of £100 sterling 
from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society: and, we doubt not, the known 
liberality of many of its members will 
dispose them to attend to it immedi- 
ately. It will not be forgotten, that 
Lower Canada, to which province 
the French copies of the Bible were 
probably destined, is in peculiar need 
of this sacred gift. 


ORDINATIONS AND 
TIONS. 


INSTALLA- 


ORDAINED, on the 28th ult. the Rev. 
Danie, HunTiNGTON, as pastor of 
the north Congregational church and 
society in Bridgewater, (Mass.) Ser- 
mon by the Kev Abel M’Ewen ol 
New London, (Conn.) 

At Angelica, (N.Y.) Rev. Ropert 
HuBpparp. Sermon from Rom. x, 17. 

At Painted Post, (N. Y.) Fev. 
CLEMENT Hickman. Sermon from 
2 Cor. v, 20. 

Installed, on the 14h ult. the Rev. 
Joun Exy, as pastor of the Fourth 
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Congregational church and society in 
Guilford, (Conn.) Sermon by the 
Rev. John Elliott from Isa, vi, 8. 

On the 9th of September last, the 
Rev. STEPHEN Hutt, to the care 
of the church and congregation in 
Raynham. Sermon by the Rev. James 
Miltimore from 2 Cor. x, 4, 5. 


HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tue annual meeting of this Society 
was held at Northampton on the 27th 
of August last, when the following 
gentlemen were chosen officers; viz. 
Rey. Joseru Lymay, D.D. 
President. 
Rev. Joun Emerson, JV. President. 
Hon. Ebenezer Hunt, Esq.) 
Rey. Solomon Williams, 
Justin Ely, Esq. 
Rev. David Parsons, D.D. 
Hon. Joseph Lyman, Esq, 
Rey. Enoch Hale, 
Charles Phelps, Esq. 
Ethan Ely, Esq. 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, 
Mr; Nathaniel Smith, a 
Ruggles Woodbridge, Esq. Treas. 
Rev. Enoch Hale, Cor. Sec, 
Rev. Payson Williston, Rec. Sec. 


Asa White, Esq. 


vy 
Trustees. 





Auditin i 
Comnnuittec. 


Sylvester Judd, Esq. 
Elisha Billings, Esq. 

The Report of the irustees states 
many encouraging circumstances, and 
furnishes many reasons for persever- 
ance in the good work in which the 
Society has been engaged from its 
formation. God has been pleased to 
prosper the labors of their missiona- 
ries in several places, particularly in 
Jamaica, and Stratton, (Ver.) Mr. 
Goodell, of the former town, has add- 
ed to his long-distinguished liberality 
by giving 100 dollars to support one 
of the missions in Vermont, 30 to- 
wards another, and 12 towards anoth- 
er. [t would give us great pleasure 
to insert this whole Report, did our 
limits permit. 

Among the votes of the Society is 
the following: 
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Voted, That the thanks of the So. 


ciety be given to his Excellency Caleb 


Strong, the late President of the So- 


ciety, and to William Billings, Esq. 
late a Trustee of the Society, having 
now resigned, for the faithful and 
important services, which they have 
rendered to the Society. 


The reccipts of the Seciety for the 
year preceding the annual meeting 
were as follows: 

Contributions from towns 
and parishes within the lim- 
its of the Society 

From the Charitable Fe- 


S670 44 


male Association in the 

County 321 54 
From Mr. Solomon Good- 

ell 162 00 
From the Female Charita- 

ble Association in Whites- 

town, ‘N. Y.) 140 85 
From a friend of missions 50 00 
Legacy of Dea. Benjamin 

Morton, late of Hatfield 50 00 


From the new settlements 78 35 
From the Panoplist and 
Magazine vol. iil 116 97 
Contributions at the meet- 
ing of the Society 37 80 


Interest on the legacy, 
&e. 5 97 





Other donations 26 12 
$1,660 05 

EXPENDITURES. 
For Missionary Services $884 18 
For books purchased 261 45 
Miscellaneous expenses 33 65 
$1,179 78 


The books consisted of nearly $0 
bound volumes, ard above 600 pam- 
phlets. 

The funds of the Society consist of 
about $4,309 in promissory notes, be- 
sides ten shares in the Massachusetts 
Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 

The Society have engaged six Mis- 
sionaries for a part of the ensuing 
year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


AN INSTANCE OF COURAGEOUS 
HUMANITY. 


The followiug affecting incident is 
taken from the appendix to the Rev. 
Mr. Andrews’s Sermon before the 
Merrimac Humane Society. 


‘On the 13th of July last, William 
Plumer, a lad of about nine years of 
age, having been at play on a raft 
near cup... Coombs’s wharf, in New- 
buryport, accidentally fell into the 
water, ata moment when the people, 
who had been at work on the wharf’, 
had gone home to dinner, He had 
probably been inthe water sometime, 
and had sunk once, before he was 
discovered by capt. Coombs, who 
Was passing that way. and whose at- 
tention was called tothe spot by the 
cries of achild on the raft. Regard- 
less of the hazard to which he ex- 
posed his own life, this aged gentle- 
man leaped from the wharf, without 
removing any of his clothes, only 
hastily throwing off his hat’and wiz, 
seized the child in his arms, and 
was happily snecessful in saving him 
from a watery grave. The water in 
this place was from six to seven feet 
deep. and the distance from the 
wharf to the place where the lad 
was struggling must have been as 
much as ten or twelve feet,’ 

After relating these facts the Come 
mittee add, 

“Your Committee are hanpyv in 
statine tothe Trustees that this dis- 
tinenished act of humanity has fallen 
to the lot of their late worthv Vice 
President, William Coombs, Esq. at 
the advanced age of seventy six years; 
ond thev participate the high satis- 
faction he must have experienced 
when the lad whom his heroic exer- 
tion had rescued from premature 
death, as soon as he had placed him 
on the raft in safety, threw his arms 
around his aged benefactor’s neck 
and exclaimed—Oh! Sir, you have 
saved my life.” 

The ‘Trustees adjudged a gold 
medal to ** William Coombs, Esq. ex- 


An Instance of Courageous Humanity. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


pressive of the high sense the Trus. 
tces entertain of his distinguished 
exertions insaving the life of Wil. 
liam Plumer.” 


SOCIETY FOR IMPROVEMENT ix 
SACRED MUSIC. 


A Society has been formed of individuals 
resident in Westborough and the neigh- 
boring towns in the county of Worcester, 
and Hopkinton and Marlborough in the 
county of Middlesex, for the purpose oj 
correcting the public taste in reference 
tochurch music, of banishing from the 
sanctuary those light, airy, festive tunes 
which have of late years intruded them- 
selves into Christian assemblies, and of 
introducing in their stead genuine sacred 
niusic. 

The following gentlemen are the offi- 
cers of the Society; viz. 

Rev. Asa Packarpn, President. 
Rev. Davip LoncG, 
Mr. Apner H. Harpy, 

Vice Presidents. 
Rev. NaTuawnteL Howe, Cor. Sec.| 
Rev Bexyamin Woon, Rec. Sec. 
Mr. Asapu Rice, Treasurer. 

The first article of the Constitution de- 
clares, ‘That the music which this Soci- 
ety shall encourage, is the grave and sol- 
emn, or that which corresponds with the 
general character of the Middlesex and 
Lock Hospital collections.” 

Another article requires, that there be 
an annual exhibition, on the last Thurs- 
day in September annually, at which 
time a sermon or dissertation on sacred 
music shal! be delivered 

The Society consisted sometime ago of 
between 60 and 70 members. Persons 0! 
immoral character are excluded. 


CONVICTS. 


Two unhappy men were lately con- 
victed of Piracy before the Circuit 
Court of the United States sitting 
Boston; and were sentenced to be ex- 
eciited on the 10th of December. 
Their names are Samuel Tully and 
Sohn Dalton, alias Rowland Heathcote. 
Though tried for piracy only, there 
is reason to believe that they were 
guilty of murder also. They are now 
coufined in solitary cells of the State 











Oy, 


Us. 


le] 


‘il. 


1812. Donations to Foreign Missfous. 285 


pr son in Charlestown, and have been jects of prayer,) that they may be 


vised there by several of the clergy. brought to sincere penitence anc 
Every pious person, who hears of genuine faith, before all opportunity 
their miserable case, will pray, (dur- of repentance shall be lost to them 
ing the short t'me they continue sub- for ever. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Oct 28. From the Female Foreign Missionary Society in 


Tvringham, by the hands of the Rev, Dr. Morse - $19 CO 
Nov. 7. From friends of missions in Whitesborough and 
” Uniea, (N Y.) by the hands of Mr. Frost, a contribution - 44 29 
From the officers and students of Williams College, by 
Mr. Frost, a contribution ° : - 45 00 
From friends to missions in Willicmesew n, (Mass.) by 
Mr. Frost, a contribution ° ‘ e ‘ 66 25 
10. From friends to missions in Cheshire, (Conn.) by Mr. 
Frost - - - - . - 6 00 
14. From individuals in the Rev. Mr. Remap parish in 
Framingham, by the Rev. Dr. Morse ° - 2678 


96. From the Religious Charitable Society in the County of , 
Worcester, by the hands of the Rev. Joseph Goffe, Treasurer 100 C0 


$307 32 





AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE. 
Boston, October 8, 1812. 
Tus certifies that I the subscriber have this day examined the 
accounts of the Treasurer of THz American Boarp or CommMis- 
SIONERS FOR ForeiGN Missions, and find them correctly cast and 
vouched, and that the statement within exhibits a true state of the 
funds of the Board, the amount of which forms the balance in the 


Ledger of Five Thousand Two Hundred and Fifty Two Dollars 


and forty six cents, brought forward to new account on the first day 


6f September last. S. H. WALLEY, Auditor. 
The statement above referred to is in substance us follows: 
Deposited in the Massachusetts and Eagle Banks. - $3,782 69 
Notes on interest with sureties. - ° - 1,018 Ov 
In the hands of agents, who had received donations, but not 
been able to remit them. ° - : 271 63 
Inthe hands of the Prudential Committee to meet contin- 
gent expenses. - . - ° 79 14 
Vermont bill received among donations. - : 1 Qu 
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FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETIES. 


A Forcign Mission Societ y has been formed in the County of Middlesex, 
‘Conn, ) styled the duxiliary } orergn Mission Society of Mi iilesex. A com- 
inittee of fourteen very re spectable gentlemen have been appointed to solicit 
subse riptions, and the following gentlemen have been chosen officers: viz. 

Rev. Eviyau Pars sOoNS. President. 
Jona THAN Lay, Esq. 2 ice Presidents. 


Rev, Winttiam Lyman, D.D. 5 
Rey. Aaron Hovey. secretary. 
Richarp! Euy, 2nd J, St. T ISUTEY, 
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A Foreign Mission Society has been formed in New Haven County, (Con) 
stvled The Foreign Mission Society of ihe Eastern District of New Hayy, 


Gounty. 


The following gentlemen have been chosen officers; viz. 


Rev. JounEwuiort, President. 


Rev. Davip SMiTH, 
Dea. ABRAHAM CHITTENDEN, 


} Vice Presidents. 


Rev. Timoruy P. Gitterr, Secretary. 
Rev. Matrtruew Noyes, Treasurer. 
Dea. DANIEL PARMELEE, > 


Rev. Aaron DutrTon, 
Col. JonaTuHan Topp, 


| 
> Trustees. 


Maj. BenjJaAMIn BALDWIN, | 
Dea. Timoruy KossitreEr, 


The Prudential Committee have lately remitted to Calcutta, vis 
London, one thousand dollars to be expended in publishing ani 
distributing the Scriptures into the vernacular languages of Asi 
They have appointed the Hon. John Herbert Harrington, Esq, 
President of the College at Fort William, President of the Calcutu 
Auxiliary Bible Society, and one of the principal judges in India 
the Rev. David Brown, Senior Chaplain at Calcutta and late Pro. 
vost of the College, and the Rev William Carey, D.D. Professo 
of Shanscrit in the College, the agents of the Prudential Committee 
to superintend the expenditure of the money, consulting the 


American missionaries so far as may be practicable. 


The Con: 


mittee will also soon remit the same sum toward the salaries of the 


missionaries. 


OBITUARY. 


Dien, lately, at Southbury (Conn.) 
the Rev. BexysamMin WuLpMAN, 
aged 77. 

In August last, at Litchfield, 
(Conn.) the Hon. Joun ALLEN, Esq. 
formerly a Representative in Con- 
gress from Connecticut, and a mem- 
ber of the Council of that state. 

Lately, at Charleston, (S. C.) ofa 
pulmonary complaint, Mr. Henry 
Jones, merchant, late of the house of 
Crockat & Jones, London. 

_In this city he had resided about 
fifteen years, having chosen it in pree 
ference to London for the benefit of 
his health; which, till within the last 
two or three years, appeared to be 
much improved by the change: and, 
beyond his former expectation, he 
arrived at the age of 54. He was a 
native of Wales, but, on his a*rival 
here, became a citizen of the United 
States; to which he was feithfully 
attached, without excluding his na- 
tive country from his affections. 

in regular attention to business, 


candor, integrity, uprightness, and 
benevolence, he was exceeded by 
few, if any: but the strongest trait 
his character was unaffected, fervent 
piety; the consolations of which, 
especially in the latter part of his lie, 
he enjoyed to an uncommonly higi 
degree. To him, for several years, 
death had no terrors. He rejoiced 
in the prospects of eternity—in th 
hope of being admitied in that find 
state, to the open vision of God, and 
full fruition of Divine Love. This 
hope was founded, not on vague 
general principles, but on the eval 
gelical truths of Revelation, and bis 
own experimental acquaintance wil 
them. 

No man would more readily er feel. 
ingly acknowledge the fallen, guilty 
state of human nature and his ewe 
sins and errors. These he consider 
as great in the sight of a Just and 
Holy God; but, at the same time, he 
derived his consolation and holy com 
fidence from the atoning sacrifice 
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OY, 
his Redeemer, the covenant of Grace, be truly said, in the language of the 
mn.) am the promises of God made topen- Christian poet— 
“TS. onts and believers. ae Pare 
These consolations did not forsake “His God sustain’d him in his final hourt 
him at the hour of death. But it may His final hour brought glory to his God! 
TO PATRONS. 

Our Patrons will recollect that payment for the current volume 
ecomes due on the delivery of this number. They will excuse 
is, therefore, if we say a few words on the importance of punctu- 
ality in performing the contract, into which all our subscribers 

, have entered. 
se We ought to premise, that our subscribers in large towns gen- 
- erally, and many in the country, give no cause of complaint, but 
si are entitled to our public acknowledgments for their prompt pay- 
Esq, ent. That some, at least, are faulty may be inferred from the 
ue act, that the debts for the three first volumes of the Panoplist, the 
val ast of which was completed four years and a half ago, are still 
Pro- about a thousand dollars; that more than five hundred dollars 
"en wre due on the last volume, notwithstanding all our endeavors to 
ore ollect the debts; and that more than two thousand dollars are due 
, the or the three intermediate volumes, as is believed, though the exact 
th mount is not known. We invite our subscribers to consider the 


easonableness of paying punctually, even if they had not engaged 
odoso, In the first place, the Printer makes contracts for paper, 
oa large amount, which he expects, and ougAt, punctually to fulfil. 
is journeymen, also, must be paid every Saturday night to furnish 

heir families with bread; not to mention the reward of his own 
and bor, and payment for the use of his types and presses. Secondly, 










} 
d hj ie Editor expects a suitable remuneration tor the time which he 
vate levotes to the work. ‘Thirdly, all the clear profits of the work, 
hich D be ascertained according to a plan described in our last number, 
+g life p. 226) are sacrediy devoted to the support of missions among 
y high he heathen, under the direction of the American Board of Com- 
years, missioners for Foreign Missions. We should suppose that no 
ne of our subscribers would willingly detain, for a single day, any 
find epalt of the money which justly belongs to either of the abovemen- 
d, and boned partes. Some of our subscribers have refused to pay till 
This ne end of the year, on the ground that they were not certain of 
rue ot ctting a complete volume, till they had actually received the last 
> eval umber. Weintreat this class of persons to consider, that our 
nd je isk of not collecting a multitude of small debts scattered over a 
ew “st extent of country, is mueh greater than theirs can be of not 
or feel: “CClving the remaining numbers, after they have received the first 
guilty alfofa volume. The American Review is paid for, (six dollars a 


is ows 
sidered 
st and 
me, he 
ly con: 
ifice ©! 


ear,) on the delivery of the second number, and the General Re- 

sitory, (five dollars a year) on the delivery of the first number of 

ach volume. 

Avain; perfect punctuality would be a great favor to our agents, 
Save them more than half their trouble. They would thus en- 
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gage in the business cheerfully and with alacrity. Many of oy 
agents are obliged to advance considerable sums to the Printer, be. 
fore they collect what is due from subscribers. This fact, added ty 
the trouble of collection, makes their agency burdensome, an 
theyengage init with reluctance. 
If the Panoplist is worth subscribing for, it is worth paying fy 
punctually; anid no subscriber can delay payment bey ond the stipy. 
Jated time, on the ground of personal inconvenience; whereas, tp 
us, it isa great personal inconvenience to be kept out of many hy. 
dred dollars which we hada right to expect. 
Our subscribers may perhaps find another motive to punctuality, 
when told, that it is our earnest wish, and has long been our inten. 
tion, to enlarge our page so as to admit of a considerable increas 
of matter. This cannot be done, however, till our subscription lis 
is enlar ged, and very general punctuality secured. 
We seize this opportunity of requesting all who w ish to discontin 
ue our work to give timely notice in writing tu the Printer, or his 
agents, before the first day of May next, otherwise they will b 
bound totake the ensuing volume. We also intreat all who wish 
to become subscribers, and all who interest themselves to exten 
the circulation of our work, to make returns within the same perivé 
For want of seasonable returns several late subscrioers have no 
been furnished withthe Minor Panoplist this year, the whole nun: 
ber printed having been previously taken up; and great deli 
ll | took place in supplying others, the returns not being made til 
ie ik three or four months after the volume commenced. 
We present thanks to all our friends who have at any time fos 
a; 4 tered our attempts to do good, and particularly to those who bar 
ie et lately exerted themselves to procure subscribers. The prece? 
Hy ing observations will not be imputed, we hope, to peevishness, 0% 
i) dl disposition to complain; but will be considered as a fair ential 
oY of the reason and justice of the case, a statement which a regen 
| to our OWN important interests, and to the future prosperity of ot 
work indis pensably required, 
Some of our subscr ibers, particularly those at New London, hart 
been disappointed in not receiving their numbers. The mista 
arose from our supposing the numbers referred to were includet 
| in larger orders from our agents, whereas they were not so include 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 


ii A. 2, will perceive that the Ietter from the Rev. Dr. Buckminster ™ 
pubiished in our last number, before Azs copy was received. 

A. Z. (a different correspondent from the preceding) must excuse us fret 
publ shiag lis strictures on the communication of D. C., which was insel* 
mm our number for February last. 

7 ‘The tines on Atheism are hasty and inaccurate. 
f Wi Inreply to An Old Subseriter, who writes from New York, we re tha 
H Sell 2 we are sorry to find any one of our subscribers so destitute of morali ty, 
Th} burden us with the postage of a very impertinent letter. 

" CHUAN TICLEER is received, as are several oLher communications 
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